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SERIES ZOCO! 
RLi STINE 





oH. we are—home," Unde 
Leo si. He pulled into the 


Ariveway of big, rundown brick house and 
bitched off the engine 

"The old pace inant changed at all ence we 
‘vere kids, Lec!” Mom exclaimed. She rused her 
cyebrows. “Bxcept that the weed are tlle. And 
the vines are thicker 

"I don't have much time for yard work. Pm al 
sways in my lab" Unele Leo admitted. He pcre 
at me trough his thick laces. "Thepe youl be 
happy here, Montgomery.” 

"That was when I ew tas ing tobe wong 
yeu. 

‘My names Montgomery Adams. My mom atu 
ly believes Montgomery sa good name fr aki. 
"ide what you father wanted" ae always says. 


1 





Myla ie month before Isa bor. “Bees, 
iekeeyant” 

‘dott want tobe ekgant Int tobe mem. 
esata eng when youre a tall anny twelve 
Year who hn ed air and aor of ig ess 

‘But when your name le Montgomery, normal 
soca right ot the window. 

Thignt seen Uncle Leo sine 1 we shoots 
‘When ho piked Mom and ase up atthe Pind 
pia simert, the frst ching he ald to me was, 
nu mat be Moatgomers” His vice was deep 
aun ct of hl. 

ah, Bvergone calls Monty” tld hin. 
Hokap calog me Montgomery ana. 

‘Uncle Loo cme out of the ear and ste 

torand the howse, Moms wd 1 flowed, tigen 





our tas. 

“Tank, Monty. There's the tree where we had 
ar rope swing” Mom pin o an old gpl by 
the nde othe house “7 bet Lao has some pe, 
‘fu want to make another oe, Oh, youre going 
tort hee” 

1 peered suspiciously at the maple tre. “It 
ton dead tom” Feaotared. "Tho Ease doesnt 
Iacton alive, ether” 

"Sop tiny 0 negative, Monty.” Mom frowned. 
“hie nan adverse” 

‘Anaaventare. Right, 

Hom ta acloya. She work a unversty. 
in a-cuple of month, she gong ff bo spend 3 





yar in the Jungs of Borne, studying orang 
tans. The university save hee tons of money to 
fo i Sho Ja really ested. Mom loser advo 
tore 

Tide venture AILT wat it norma if, 

Mors ca take ie with her benuve there are 
no good roan the jg of Horne. Insteu, 
ate panned to stick me with her brother 
‘mest Las. 

‘Which would bo to. Escopt that Unda Leo Se 
tot normal. He does some kind of wein ance, 
Hot amutscor ~ Professor Mas: Bathe does 
leah Hr does revere. He works he lb al) 
the tes And he ves i this age wreck of = 
Fan the dinky te own of Morton, oat 
side Pidelphia, 

“And he call me Nontgorer. 

“10s to bad Nao snthere is weeksod” Morn 
remus re went se 

That's foe sure,” T miter, Uncle Lec house 
‘might nt sccm 50 bad with Nan aos. 

‘My coun Nan e Law's daaghtar, Sls cool — 
‘and nothing Uk hor father. She spend mists 
‘mors in Calfomia with us while Urele Leo tay 
‘Ssaroand the world doing his weit sence. 

"Nana Ihave alos commen. We're the same 
‘age, We both have single parents — Nan ma 
‘ed shen abe wan two, Ande both play the 
aoe 

‘Sls god at sports better than Fam — but 


he dow rab ny coin tA shes anny. We 
Tike the sane jokes 

“xan Is sway at masie camp until Angus,” 
UUnelo Lc exphned. He glncol at me. "Your 
rather tall me youre quit a talorted iano 
player youll, Mon-gomery 

‘We walked ita the ving room huge, shabby 
place with fed Brun fate. I emitfed. The 
‘ne enlled funny — eombination of ral and 
fomething sour abd eheical. Yack, 

“What re you working on, Lag” Mom asked, 
seating to ane ofthe Brow armchairs. “Any 
thing earthen?” 

‘Unc ets becks shed. “Oh ths and that” 
be mumbled. 

Mom sighed. "You're so sb-hush abot your 
wok" te laned, "Like one af those mid sien 
tne from the movies” 

Tetuied Urls Lv, ed ok kr a mid 
‘ents, with his thiek glasses, bony face, and wit 
fits of vedas har He eas tl an stooped and 
he wore a shart-aleeved blue shirt with a pltle 
pocket protean 

"es [eu dstitely peta hm in aay xc 
ting snd rin his has oer Beals of bab 
‘ling green ig 

SCEEBE' Something craked over my hea 

1 yumped, “What wa that nese?” 

“lust the bose settling” Unde Loo answer 
“Tel, OM houses do al” 





“Or maybe fone of the Oar” Mom sug: 
gested. "Remember, Loo, bow you ad Te to 
Tove thee was «hole other fly that se. 
vet ived in he atc?” 

"Mayne you beloved it” Unle Leo utero. 
Tnever ail” 

Tsai in the many sofa an sighed. A mad 
sient and his eropy ld hoase. 

‘Twas ging tobe lon year 


‘Vad har tne flingeloep that night. The 
us opt ervaking. arwund ae. Sune of the 
‘oes sorded aimost He hanian vics. Grol. 
Ing, owning 

inal i fllakep. Fora nase. 

woke up tothe sound ofa shrill equal 
quite arn the room, Wit was that brit 
lig paring ins ey? 

Hey! T wast la my bed anymore 

1 sere oben spl operaing oom 

‘My heart hen to pun Wht asin on? 

Atal thin gure loomed over me. Aran. But 
couldn = hefaee basis ofthe ght hiningin 
‘my eyes. AIL could se was the outline of his 
nea: e wore a srg expand mask 

Te held wp ahve hand A pico of metal t= 
tere in is 

My eyes widened ie haere 

Asal 

Tesed test op. 


1 sald’ move 

"lp!" shotod. 

Bu sound eame ro my trot 

"Rl" the maa in he ask ed His rps 
‘iy deep vies boomed it my ears Ht sounded ce 
stvary ctehod eect tape. 

My heart rau wanted wo jomp wp Torun 
iv cult make my bly bay me 

"Tene nightmare! A hore nighimare! 
‘Tra’ whenit hit me. 

Temes anightmare! 

Yeah! Mat, Though 

Tm dreaming The ie real 

"Thats why lear move. Or peak 

Wa dean. Thti al Just dream, 

1y heatbeat began to slow dow. 

Ana thon the maa in the mask Towered the 
sealel to my ear and began to serae it eros 
‘ay ald. 


eaeticty ei or Sta yn 


Bee start town ey cae, 
stare around. 
a back nx dark bedroom, A juat room a 
Uncle Lac haute. 
‘The man with the sealpel was gone. 
‘The door sung open. “Monty? Mor cad 
youl right? thought Uhr you el ct 
Think Tvs reaming," managed. “Sorry fT 
woke you.” 
"Dost worry about it Go bast sep,” Mom 
via 
Than own I tare at te sein lem 
sciag heart slowed dow 





ewe my ees 
‘Buti was lang ie fore T fe sloep nga 


T ment ome forthe suave: Ie October, Mom 
{ef forthe jangle Une Leo picked ne up athe 
“2xpor He wore anor lueshoreseoved shirt 
‘wth a laste pola protien, Or maybe it ws 
Uesams ne eal tl, 

Tt vasa cool, lear fll day. The eaves onthe 
trees were jus sarting to change colar. 

Teron loked pret. But T stl fle ner 

‘As we pled nto the driveway, the front door 
of Uacle Las homme opened. By cousin Nun 
‘epped nt cate porch, 

HI? shoveled, roming up to the ex. “Nore 
ere a est! Did Ant Rebecca leave! Dont 2 
‘wih you eu go to Boro with ber 

‘Nan wast se, nd thin he wore age 
jeans und a bias hosded sweatshirt. Her ha 
Tighter sade fol tha ine, gina ong, n= 
le bra down her beck Hor aroen eyes fed 
{fem under a thick fnge of bs 

“Hi wall T managed before se began cht 
tering away ag. 

Coma of in” be wrged, leading me ise. 
“bid Dad show you aroud he house whe you 
ame to vet Refore! Ut he dil. Da ala 
Serge staff thethat.Ok wel, show you. Ie 
fd house, Soul lite 2” She rll her yes 





“Baxcept the hot water doessit always work so 
wel” 

“nh iving rom, Une Leo cared his tha 
Montgomery, have atte present fr yo” he 
soounsed, “Jurt someting #9 lene Fou Uo 
fro," 

lard at him in sarprse A welcome presen? 
“Enever woald have expetad something ike that 
fram Uncle Ls, 

le cwuched into his jacket poekot and plied out 
soibing aml and avery He held up fore 
‘inspoe 

pre Iwai, shaped ike an ht- 
poitbatin As Wie Leo moved his and, rai 
Faw a sat elo played ere the surface ofthe 
ar 


Wow, What is tha tof" asked. 

“Dad inventa i," Nan expliced proudly. 106 
42 now Kind of pow-i-thedark material. You 
Kaw Por people to putea thei bikes and jogging 
‘otios and thing. He mae oe pao earings 
supe tke moons. sit eat™ 

“hibit col" ugred string tthe pn. 

Vin working on los of col things, Mow- 
gomery?” Uncle Leo sald. Ho peared’ at me 
‘hgh i glee. Twi could tel you about 
kama.” 

stood there a moment gazing at me with his 
ua ted to ane side ft ay ears staring 
ome 


‘at en stving tT vondere 

"Then Unde Lev cerned to shake hime 
“Here et ne pin ton for yon” he auggeted. 
Sieppc forward, he reached fara fll af ms T 
hime 


"Tht" ought my hap quik“ 
em —OW" 

ft shar pina my ince oer, 

‘neo Jabot pin nt 

Tetard at my ban drop eight red bod 
wale ap fom the panes 

Oh, my! Tam 0 sory, Bfontgomery!" Unie 
‘Leo whipped aut abanercle an dubbed atthe 
‘ood Are you all ght? Really Tim very, very 
sorry. That mt have hurt” 

“Tim olay’ T mumbled. My finger throbs 
And I wished fe would stop fosing. TU no big 
dea: Anyway, thanks for hep. Creal ke.” 

“Hive fine, Dad” Nan assured. Uncle Leo, 
Come un, as go into the taken. sew a bag of 
doughs in there.” 

“Of core” Unee Leo handed me the pin, 
‘Then, king his Randsereiel bac ito his 
poste, he ate toward the tchen. Nar aed 
{lowed im 

"ne tnkory opened in town ast week, Tey 
‘ke frnk dugingte thre ies day” Nan ex 
plained "hey mere stil warm when we bought 
tem 








‘She esd othe oer anil box ot 
aie paper bag. As sh ited the op, eb 

‘ngnon aroma Bed the ait 6) mou 
to water: Breast othe plano some & 


“Tae around tke Wichon. ws big am 
“ener sth gron-endanbitececled ipoleur, 
‘onthe for and green cuisine atthe winx. 
"ies not so bad when Nan sere, 1 thought hap- 
pil. reuded fora seed doaghnut. 

“Thats when started to feel strange. Very 





ge, 

Nig stomach cinched ws if someone bad just 
he Waves of hat and cold spread 

‘Mog body 


0 


My hrvl ound, Leoaknt breathe, 
My stomach clenebed again 

My ours brazed. 

‘Whats arene” I wondered daly 
‘What capping to mst 





ike eung under Use able an ting thers. 
ar thew of tho yer: 

“Tal Ln etched «ep sel bucket and beg 
ein op the ens "Are yous 

fo you nod a decor” Na cine. 

‘Rei alright" mumbled. "Realy 

Th fact, 1 felt mach better even thought 1 
err what had mae me ow 

T ck p tho doughs bag nese the 
label Underneath the name ofthe bakery was a 
Iistotingreient [ound the one Teas earching 
far sight ny. 

"the dvb" explained “They're et 
fnpeuc al” 

Ranslappad er forebead. Oh, nt Yuealer- 
sie to poanta! Idd even thnk of that Poor 
Monts?” 

Yes indeed" Unde Lowered quik. “im 
so ecm, Montgomery, You walk into the hse. 
‘int Tstab yous and ten T plan you! Wha be 
ares 

it mast your ful” 1 protested, cba 
ase" Yo dla know Un — I better go bark 
smyteth.” 

Yi remem were the bathroom is? The 
cond door 0 the lt, uptairy” Nan ald me 
‘Who yom vome down we ean make sowishes 
Farland Not pear bute and fly we aed 
sith gre 

went up and splashed water all over my fae 


di ke Ls ed suc ge nose 1. 
is hn and Nan and oe ow: Wht 


oxen the aro, steep atin, 
|ORACK? The worn trends fe ws ihey 


end a eotple armchairs. 
We ront of me, serocs the al, 1 saw snether 
‘oar Call the Ser doar nt use, this oe 
aoe nd pane right white 





Arad open, just iy bi 
‘Whats in hare? E wondered, Ireashed forthe 


oor, 
“Sh voice growled in my ear: "Don ever 


spointhere™ 






Jy bear gave a hard THUD. 
Tan around — an ford myself 


uh —" Tad: know what to say Did he 
as snooping or something? "ues Lot 


" 


down the Fall. Then he peed the ab door and 
‘alc oie 
Though Uns blt tide sbut behind hi, 
“Wein hag as Three dow the ball 
Detines wee 


‘that aRernoan, sn tk me wo a parking It 
tere Kis went to Rallrbiade.T iged Naw 
[Mende Eapecaly el namod. Ashley. She 
frat ind of sate, mith strap, shoulderlengsh 
ark hae on big Brown ees. She laughed at 
fy Joes And she wat the best Rllerbiner 
there. 

‘Serday Ht ald, Nan and 1 ung around the 
routes We opt we [a her room, playing 
june on er computer ‘Thun we decked too 
{bwnstale and ate what was on TV 

"We wal dw the seed or hal past door 
ter dor Te base ernie and roaned around 
Tet, iting shadows hangin the ame 


gt. 

So wit’ behind al those dora? Cashed, 

‘Nan ehragged “Bedrooms, monly. The hose 
tas ten of ther, I think It uee to bea nn oF 
semaine” 

ve erepy 1 complained “I Keep stg 
turned arnt and forgetting wih oom ine. 
‘Ae he bee kes alte weed on. 
‘Neyecound ike ther are people sneaking rvund 
eine my bac” 








1s 


a deep breath "About. about the 
They ive inthis ome wih us" she ex 


ed walking. My ees went wie, Whoa” 


jen nied grin creping across Nas 





[nope she would. Bapecily 0k Ase. 

‘Nar ed roe down the tack stair. Past Unsie 
“uel In an ino tho room with he piano Tha 
vas alo where the TY vas, 

Tr fed oe ame trvogh the wal ors 
the a. What wen Uncle Leo dofugin there? 

“hiave you ever been in your das" Lasko 
[Nomina ow voice wwe sat 30. 

Only one. Dain very abet about that, you 
eno” Nan tld me. 

notice” mutend. So what happened 

“eu aout seven" Ban recalled. "enced 
one day while Dad wat taking @ rap. Tas ure 
hove would ball nds of eaky experiments 
‘worbeaded rabbit and sul” 

“Seah Were taro?” Lashed 

‘Nan shook er hea “Fk w bunch of test bes 
api care, Towa Poreg- But before cou get 
GUL, Dad woke up Tee Pd bon ge role 
Te ext me there So Tid kz the supply howe. 
1 was afd! Ima Have bee in therefor £80 
fom, And ryt go othe hava. > 
tly Dat le and T managed to lip ox.” 

‘She laughed. “ve never tied Co snesk in 


ai 

T picked up the remote and lek Ue TV on 
‘How come, your da aways els me Moot- 
‘gomery? Ia ippng channel. 

‘Nan shrogge “1 dn or: Dals weed that 
may the Femara, “Forma” She reacted ovor 


okt” Nan poke ae inthe sie with the 
“The Tealight Zowe mviet Tove this 
ve en four tmen”™ 
ok cry about scary moos Bub Last 
io tall Nan that. She'd jot call mea wimp. 
‘sk onthe couch and thought shout 





“You mae i" Lobjsted 

"a mant oie the movie,” Nan dere 
‘So Tina to the hte. found ao 
conand atk in the microwave 

SHvery up, Monty!” Nan yelled frm tho TV 
roomate tating aga” 

“ig mheap” malted. 

‘cn the popeora wan ready 1 dumped Bint 
too and west ck to Ge TY rom, 

"Rel passed Une dope co he fb, heard Une 
‘Lev vate nie “No ee "No, impas 
sie” 

"There was morent of tence. Then I heard 
but Hope to ly frm to ake at 





any words, 

1 pmsl by the dour Who was we ting to 
‘here 

T caught my broth a Code Leos vee Tang 


co a. 
Nr be shouted. "Not Youre insane! Do you 
‘ear me Tae” 


‘ho back of my neck pied, 
‘iho wae Uncle Len yelling at? Who 


Monty’ Get in here” Nan yelled. 
“1 steppod ita the TV room and shu the door 





an tamed stare we. ‘Then he oe ita 





avert yu ever heard ofthe phone” she asked 
om {ft my ce grow hot wh embarrass 


"The phone Ofcourse, Unde eo was talkie 
the pe 

ought heard wo vows. Bat obvowly that 
was impose. 

T fpped down on the couch beside Nan. 
Here Ltr, passing her te bow of pape. 
T wii bit wate tho rst ofthe movie 

[Bat { fade hard time eoneenraking. 1 
thinking of Uncle Leds volo, OF the way he 
‘hated “Youre insane” 

Ton eave what Nay thooght dott 
cave ifhe wo the hove. 

ne Leos really tring. 





el his it Tat Mile Shon” Num a> 
osneed 

ped up atthe lor brick balding, Took 
prutiy rock Ake yo shoo! n Calin, ex 
apt thas Ht wa bigger. Sime rows of mete 
famed windows wth day white shades seme 
actange of ery grass fo 

‘Eon the he day was dal an ity 
ng arcond on the gras talking and rong 
risboes fore clases ego. 


ey 


Yu tn Mo, Hsktat' homeroom” Nan sald, 
staying printed moneda, "To bal yen aot 
‘ie rat with mo, i, tat al eh, Dat 
shes ret sri” 


"Th bel rang. We hursed ise. Nan plated 
at my elasrcom onthe it oo, 
Inthe entre” Naa promis "Goo uk” 
“Thanks” 1 geacd ater my cousin asthe ur 
ed to her own las, 
sed ol caal a walked into my da 


2s. Beleeat gave mea ned anita sre Sho 
"eas her fits I guessed, wth ely gray hair 





I stared at her fora second, lbking, Meet wich 
‘rt Tat oc? 

tin —eaciee me, Ma Estat” Ubegan, “bat 
Toni hoe lst week Thi my at day. 

‘Mas Beistat put hor hande on ber Nps and 
sighed. "Stop foling sound, lonigenery, att 
take your set” 

Tisrmed toward the lass and ceanretheseats 
Ashley pint os chal en the wow, 

“yn argu” sho whispered Fast down” 

Trumble fo the mle row and sank nto the 
su Achy id in the bask sleeve in area 


ay 

“Se Boistat started writing on the lakboard. 
‘isi to py attention, but i ws ha 

‘ia, mas Ma, Kea talking abot? 1 had 
ver been toTeft Mie bool wnt today. 1 
Spevermet anya the taehars. 

ast wee {wat stil n California 

‘Sorwhy ise say he talked tome 


‘at aternon Thad my fst piano osm, 
vas seadyig with Nurs teacher, 
der He's al the ecool me eae 
Tina prety good player at today it took me 
See to warmup Twas aed. 

‘Tepe thinking boat Ms Ectat mixing re op 
“with anther de There seroma le eho 
‘oakod ike me in my cles. asthe oly rede 

Mr. Ssineider leed over the par and 
frowned, He was bald xcop or a fing of wiry 

around te sies of his egx-shaped head. He 
erped sweater over aplkn dst tie 
Tey ayal,"he structed whet [essed up my 
os for the second time. “AL this ate dont 
if yl be ready for the schoo! asebly 
‘rock 













what seo! wasebly?” parce up at hi, 
stared 

“Didnt Nan mention it? Next Peidy’s we 
iy wil sree sundent musica talent” ME 
ehncider explained. “She ways your playing ot 
the same lve an er, ought maybe the two of 
‘power ply ad 

"Tat eh ei, thought. And maybe Ashley 
woul be impressed, played relly 

abe my new ie fa Morte would sare 
ting beter IU had been prety erunge of. 

Firt Une Leo praciclly ile me with tose 
ug he bought Then ny teacher yall at 
{ne for not remembering something thak never 
Fappened, And howe voces T ear nth 

receded ocmething pormal In my fe. AR 
‘vhs ore normal thn a piano res? 

“feta get to work” [cared and attacked my 
seal. 

"The rev ofthe lesion eat well Mr, Shaeider 
sald and nosed eT breed through my exe 
‘ino “Good, very ud” be hee sgn 

"Pally herve me le of eet masic at 
seat me otha "Goo werk! Buk keep practicing, 
long he cal ater mo for is dra 

Thuerod heme ek the porch eps two at a 
ting "Nax? Une Let” Leted ae L-waled into 
theemly Khon. “Hel” 

‘No-one were me. Thon T commbered — 
‘Nan was biting or ad down se ok 


* 















‘Unde Leomus be in his, thought Eves 
o's bear mein there. 
harried dw te al to he lab T grasped the 


and pled th dor pen. 
Shut that door? sae sercred fam te 
“sae the Ish, 
Tw 9 ward fet the door go, Te banged 
— 


"That warn Ue Leos vst Ie wast oven 

‘aa’ yl. Iwas to igh. 
‘Sorcre es asin sab. 

tho? 


‘moment ater the door sang ope. 
Une Leostpped bat sae looked 

‘even paler than ti. Thare ere dark eles 
Ender neg. 

“Did pz need something, Montgomery” he 
se. 

Tau" fk ustered, “Tdi mean 
bother" 

(sal right" Uncle Lo gave mea wie grin 
retorevely ie om fe bony fe “Ta ery 
Tanappol st you Next time, please romenber 
rene 

"You snapped at rx? I urtd oa. “But hat 
wns yur eit, Une 0." 

ot cause it wan? Uncle Leo insisted. He 
clea his Sat. "Tray have sed bi hy 





‘mse, [wns the middle ofa very dete exper 
iment.” 

Bue.” ly voice trailed off. fle very ean- 
fed. 

Tuned sna. “Sorry to bother yo," Iam 
‘es. 


“To allight* Unce Leo repent "Better got 
started on sour homework. 

‘Unc Lo shied back nse hab. heed 
‘toward the kitchen, aged s stvek, And T 
‘edd think. 

Taos poste the voee that serena at 
re i Und Le. 

Wi rele Leo ying ta met 


winyt 
Whit did behave to ide? 


‘The nex dyno tart petty wel. Lae 
everyone at my Tone te gh eh my se 
ton of oar gyn teacher, Me: Mason Wek really 
short wd he walls ikea duck, A muscle Bound 
ike 

“Ashley was there. Se laughs rally har 
‘Shh period Ih art. When I walked ico the 
frre, the Gwe persn I spied was Ashle. 


"She grind wd pled tothe vat nex to hee. 


Al ight T thought as I ers to her tae 
‘Things aro looking wp! 


1 reine couple of ther Kin the las 
ton. Vinny Al, ote of Nan fend, sat 
‘eae the dor, And Seth lock, the igi whol 
Tenge a me fn bomroor, was at the table next 
toons, 

"Sod fern" the teacher, Ms Bram al 
She was a wl looking wma with long brown 
ht that ep exaping fam is bun and sag 
‘lng ino er ee “Ty wel cutive to es- 

ere ehapes endear in ee dinensons. Pe 
et up ponkerantchs tube aed pats x every 
fable Be ereatve, people” 

glanced over at Sti’ able. Ho nd two ater 
guys were sey Dulling something he an 
{Kapy ct papermachs. 

Hey, guyt— how's year projet gong” Ms 
Braun tked then. 

Sr sth eles” Seth bated. “TE a ol. 
caro Woe ping pan itt oo ke there's 
‘eallava pig dows the sides. And we're goin 
‘male tein be of people who teat 
the tow. ANA? Pe rnin Ho elatched is 
throat ang to male horible es 

"Aske riled ree "Ho is such jerk” She 
picked up brash nd Dogan to dab Bie paint on 
The mate wat making 

‘anata they meling?” 1 ignored to her 
satis bead” 

ley eek up.“ i ump era abe 
‘isa ao rep, 
















A sepped se papier ani out ofthe ta aad 
oro arcu my han. “Tm ei to 


Hey L protested. grabbed amet pint= 
rush and svi x bg te ile the check 
ff ber mare "How about some nice remy 
sheet” 

"Vou vant rosy cheeks? TM give you rosy 
hooks!" Ashley dpe hr bmash nth ed yn. 
Before i top hs she pind are cred on 
my cheeks 

Argh, you ssh for ik T reached fo the jar 
“ofpven pain. 

‘No way! Ashley exchimed when she saw 
what 1 ws doing: She grabbed at my arm. T 
Jered uta 

T pues ast have pull ite too hard. 

WHACK! My arm samme imo the 0 af 
pointers They few othe table —andshitsred 
“onthe for 

Except fr the yellow paint. That went all over 
Sets table Allover Seth mse voles. 

‘Shock sence fll over the room. 

‘Adhey ap [stared st each ther in hor, 
‘Then everyone started ulking tance 


Youre bist” Seth growed, He ale is 
ht tots gre a 
Way to go Monty” sezeare ce alle 
‘Meron hrsed ver Sho pared down a 8 
‘th er hand om Ror ips 
Lan te mse you mde," she soled. “And 





dor Tul. 

‘welt Age you did’ dom pups” 3. 
Braun snapper She sighed, “1 etter ell cus 
toda ecleunupall this broken glass. Ut hen, 
‘leaee be very care where yu wal, peopl.” 

he turned and gave Ashley and me anelber 
‘glare *Tnat you back in ere afterschool. You're 
[foingto ean ap thle ere artzoom. Maybe that 
‘i each you sone rape for the aera” 

dicey had. "Yes msm 

‘thisstinat nave soceerater schol” Ashe 
‘ommplained ns May Bran walked. away. She 
owl st me, “Why did you have ta be such 
aa 

Met At dhe nad rable my nem, Twos’ 
aye noskod the pa ove 

But |e too embarrased to argo. 

Th vie only the seen day ak my new abot 
Ard away Pd gtton ix toatl rie. 

Sane aid wis 

Fore eet ofthe stn Ashley and 1 worked in 
silence. Ashley go fest pnts and pants er 
‘mask red to make an aligaor ot of pple 















unbows of pain: spettered the forthe wal 
‘the wow, Ue urns A tab of papers 
“ad been emptied over the techs desk Draw 
ng paper had been yanks off the sles an 
"ppd ct ont, 

Tleked wf sree had beaten the pope 
ch projects with u baseball bat 1 gliapet 
Sethe olan I was eompletly smashed. $0 was 
‘my ligator And everything eee. 

"Alay stood inthe midi of tho mess, staring 
ati twin te nade 

uk? What happened?” Tonurmured 
“Asiley wheeled around Se was eying 
"Stay sry trom me!” so eid, "You're ray 
“swt re son —" gan, emer. 
Taw you” Aahly eed. "4a 90a, Monty! 
“Wy id you do this” 
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att” 

“on wrecked the entire art room” At 
lay shed, “Why id you do sch a stud 
sing” 

ut —but didn!” [protested “Tad do 
tat waa even hore! 

Hon can ye say ta” Ashley sme a finger 
tes "sayy Taw 3 suas all this 
‘Then rt embed tthe wonsow.” 

ane brut” | eid, Tsmeat Ashley, youre 
vera wna’ me Just got oto sence as 
Tai do th 

“Asley wiped her epee with tise. "Are ye 
sing toy to are efor thi 






























Not Leno you din Hut Td, tnt 
seer 

ot Ls yout” 

1 pt a hand to my forehead, This is really 
wei! 

“ley locked past me toward the door. “Ms 
Brann” sh paped. “Ion —" 

Thi around. 

What happened ere?” tae art teachar dee 
ant 

hwo, my mouth nig open, Ashley stare 
achor fet. 

Wel?” Ms Braun lasted, “Ashley are youre 
spinible fr this ess™™ 

No Ashley replied. 

“Bony” Ms, Bran ask 

Nol Txied, litle te oly 

Arley rk dep rest, "ear Monty doi,” 
sine motes 

"The art teacher stepped toa! me trom the 
‘ogra. She shock ber haa 

"Ashley, you may go. Monty, Tm taking yu to 
the pringoals oe” she Ud we “Right now. 


annonce. 
Tolped id hardly ever een set tothe prince 
eto 


‘Explly for something Tt 

oe Bram pad om ry. ser ad 
towted re intn Mrs Wiis fie. Tim aid 
‘po tve nome trouble ete” he dstare. 

“The pineal wot tal Reayyset voran  8 
gray nt She wore her lack Pak very short. 
Rl panced wp ame, tor dak eyes 
ed 

“So you's back ain” she remarked, “Tm aot 

oid yon tis orang, that art 
‘oa youre woul get you et robe.” 

‘She turned her gaze to Ma: Brau. “What ide 
otha dine?" 

‘ay jaw dropped I seared ot ra, Wiliae n 
vce 

"hie ming? 

Tact in be fice hi marrng! 

never even sn er blir! 

‘What in ing ot 





iy Ma Braue ogan to tel Mra. 
‘Wilma he nein eat em 

Tltened in bck 

Am I ging era? 

Dil I rally tah the art room — without 
loving it? 

Di gt sont 0 the pringpul fic this morn 
ng? If ow come Ie even remember 

‘Nova es ponaibet 

With abivor | remembered hat ad hap 
pened the day hofire. When Ms, Relatat insisted 
Mh atm a wes, 

‘Something really eid ws ping on 

Tenet re burt cut. "Honest, 1d do 
Ae aia do any oft 

eth women tare a a, Mr, Wl heck 
ead 



















sve know yor Ad it, Monty” she poke ot, 
ssgpuchor eden sa” Uren you can ll 
‘hy Asey woul He about strethng he tha” 

doi know!” Le 
it And Tee never teen your office before, ra. 
‘iar ye ever even net 0u before 

eu Wins stam ace asia conta 
elev what ee wes arg. 

tT ee har, Mant" she sald quiet. “T 
anos Rs not eng asin tos new schon a 8 
wham” 

Tait my lip. L wanted to scream, No matter 
what ad shed ever beieve me 

Mut his Pease Se unacepale” sie wet 
‘on An ying about only makes tings wore” 

ty eng te tr asst 

‘rs Wiis ena bor bead. t'm wii 
ve ym amore hance, Hn ee Hing mas 
ergy back to the et room and lean chit 
few, And 1 dork want see you ia my ofr 





sein” 

FT Cegd back to the art vem, with stamping 
shoiders. 

"Tein lghteare! Thong What arene 
ing tome 

tun cleaning eis in capbonrd ad go 
toward Tia eg to take boars, Leva 1s 
oyna! 

Tgatared pth rush on lor andrew 





” 


















avy, With sigh, T start eemibing the palnt 
‘fone of th wal 

"Then, et of the corner of ry eye, Tent a 
suid inovement the endow. T anced 0 my 


righ. 

‘My ow fice sare in at me — wiry rod hale, 
gaol 

‘My beat rnd el or a moment 

"Then I relined Twas vimpy sing my recs 
tion inte window ges. 

‘Get grip, Money T ald mel Turn aay 
an started eosboing aga. 

“Anaher fa af overeat at the window: 
glanced aroun sharply. Was Uhre someone cut 
Shem? 

‘Apu, ound myself staring at my rtleton 

seine awilyshasp andl clea. Maybe he 
cae ne day’ ass dar thought. frowned. 

‘My reflection frowned. 

‘Weir, T noted somethig squint aboot my 
pes, Ay oun. DoT realy look ike tht 1 
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yt el pn dope tenes 
iinstand moved tothe window 

‘Aid atering nase mae me jump. 

‘The ror was png nt dienes 

Tplenoed willy arin te dened rom. 

‘Me: Braun ico by the window. Sho eld be 
cont of he venetian blind in hoe band. "The blind 
‘ous down raw — covering the wi 

iting my retain. 

‘Mu Brun frowned ue 

“Whar you tarag out he window” she de 
sound, "Yin sold be cleaning! You've barily 
‘ana dent thie mee” 

oT 1 ammere, “By releton! 

ok of. How cou Texas? 

‘Stop fooling around, “Monty” Ma, Beam 
sapped Get back to work” 


She save me one lst angry stare. ‘Tes she 


















arly heard her as sl plturing mye 
‘eston — my retetian Cat ida moves 


‘An bou lator, I dumped the last buses of 
‘try wer down the ssa gazed ured the 
rm, 

Teakod beter, but not porfot. 1 hadnt been 
be to got all the panto the walle. Faint bine 
fal ed srl tl stale hem 

But Ya done my bot. 1 grabbed my books fu 
my lacker ant wate to wale hore, hoped Nan 
‘would be there. Led otal ober 

‘Tat ani wore peng ray! 

Leng bad steed eros the sidewall A 
tilly tree tire th lvoe over my bo. 1 
(quired my pace us Lpsod a yaar ot Nan and 
Une Leo ware prota wondering where] was. 

‘SNAP! Atigeraked emerhare behind me. 

Tghaoad over my shoulder, War ere encore 
Yale teret 

"Th idewalk seemed empty. 

hep walking. Twas oly’ few bloeks from 
ome now Bu af pase under eg ape tee, 
Theard x micker behind re 

Tard around and poered into the shade. 
‘There! Adare ahapedaeed behind aie ree 
Aran 


e 


My beat hogan to pound 

Someone i florng me 

Maybe iste peraen who set mo up inthe a 
rect 

‘Maybe no nd out what's sing on. 

aljested the straps of ny backpoek pulled 
‘my Dodges cap lower on my foreend 

Sr know youre chore” I yelled. My pulse was 
rela Wity dott you come ont where Teas see 
yon 

or a motnent nothing happened Then some- 
ue sleped ot fm had the ts 

‘th 


‘Asecond ator, Vinny and Rob histo but 
rom art lace fom behind certs. 
or the int time T noted how big they both 
‘were, Atlant abit an Seth 

"Tie my sie, 

[And there were reo her. You do the math 

‘Thesappa toward me. Sorrel me 

eth made a fis. He grand it into Bs pal 

Uns. Ted 

“-Weats tT kod Lean to std cook 
‘But my tle cme ob all squeal. 

"vi now what wp’ Bech growed. 

‘You stashed on vleana” one of his fends 
scone “Ashley told Us" 

Sit tok three wecks to bad "che other 
nes, 


_*S0 now we're joing to sna you" Seth mut 


"Dh, no T gruel 
Please, guys” red to sie. "You're making 
“abi maste. Tad" 
‘That was as far aU gol—before theyll 
_jonped one, 


») 
ap... ened 


Hoa ic arma” Seth ntracd his buds, 

Terug wily ut wos no une. AUT got 
wae shirt gd punch in he nose 

Blood ted down my check. I cul steady 
feelny note velop Grea, Now i woul ok 
ven bigger than ust 

‘Sth and bis fends high-teedone another, 
hen ra aay. 

“ten minaes tet Tipe up the wale Uncle 
Les hoe Thal ustache of died bod. My 
ce thre yb che. 

Twa inside ad slammed the dar behind 
roe col ar Nan prelate back 
‘tbe ows. 


sth you, Monty a elle ws 1 tare up 
‘estan, 

Yeah Luter, 

“Come in here! We sbosld. practice ovr 
ee" 

Tid anne: diet even ow down, 

1d fee ike seeing anyone. Not even Nas. 
id’ fel ke explaining how 1 got beater up for 
omatbing 1 dla even do, ust wanted to He 
ing room. 

Botte ye, warted to board the next plan ut 
ot Morton, 

‘Borneo was unig better lhe te! 


‘Monday morning had Enis third period 
‘Ms. Reletat, my homeroom teacher, wa leo my 
English teacher 

Tot clan tle ate, Ma Reha gave me 
erm ook as I harried to my seat. The oe by the 
‘pinto 

seth myselfn and pad ot my bok. 

Can anyone tll me what proper noun i” 
‘i. Bokatat asked, “Lasso. Monty?” 

“Un —" Why dil she have to eal me? hate 
geummar? Especially oat) in the moring. 1 
Seared rout amy brn, 

“Un—ikika peer, pace, thing” tie, 

Nig et odo her ara. "Yor but which 
ons” 


‘Urol ool mys starting to sweat 
stance envoy around te ram. 

‘ly ence sagt on Ube window — where my 
en face grinned ack me. 

for xa thought I was tring at mye 
ection nthe gos wn 

“Thea I oie I coxddn' be wong my rete 


on. 
"The window was wide open! 
‘There was kat tanding outs, staring in wt 


“An he oked exactly Hke me! 
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Sampo wp rr my soa “Hey breton 
"Whats the rater Monty? Me, Ea 

tat derandet 

Tid reply. [eal tp targa the i 
cuted the window My dou, 

He guvemearmocking yin. *What’ the ster, 
Moniy?” be whispered 

‘Them he trned andr. 

“Heyl I shouted agai. 1 dint even stop to 
think what Iwas ding 

‘Teapot the window —and ran afer him. 

Heceprred toward a erp af res. "S2ap 
yelled tore arors the lawn. “Come back 
Hert” 

“Who was het Where was he ging? 

“Mouty! I heard x Boks call behind ne. 
“eon come back his nutel™ 


q ” 





ignore nd roe up stra ih. 

But when T reached the top, my double was 
nowhere insight 

“Ne! Tred, Ho’eoul Pave lost hin? Fra 
ti, Tea the bre, The up of tres 

‘Nothing, He tal eomptly washed. 

Then dv and rested my hanson my lees, 
tengo atch my breath. Cold he have docked 
Tock lato Ue schoo! T wooden 

Tres tomar the sk bulding. And spedte 
‘the op wt af my lasor. 

“Ohno! Tped 

a Estat ws ramed in the window. So wae 
out alt mg clans They wore all suing and 
‘elngat 

“Wat had done? How cout Lexan? 

tape tomone else mi the double, Maybo 
serene woul bck up ea ary 

Teed bask eros an. his tm I went 
round fo the drt dats. 1 figured Ms. Keds 
vould want mi to ella buck in through the 
‘inde. 

"As {hurried t las, I apt an eye ot for my 
able. Bit thee war 20 oe else around. My 
footsteps echoed tg he verte al 

Ms. Ecksat met me at the aren door with 
fold arn. "What was dat all abut” ae dee 
‘manded, She wus petting petty fc wp with ne, 1 
ms 











“sory, Ms Rett Bat Ta someting 

"Tegan 
‘She eatoe eft don’t know what kind of vles 
“have at shod in Cadre” she snapped, 
“out aroun tere we dr jump ov de widow 
"dean around winver we fee ike it” 

“Lio: But" tie agin, 

“You kn?” Ms, Eelett interrted, “Wel 
you kw the ules en dont understne our 
Tekan at ll Or were you trying toe fy?” 

"Nel evi hosed. “1” 

“Because If thas the cao, {should wer you 
tha owning around won't ety ane 
my ln” Dl, Beka uid every. 

"But, Ms. Beat — 

Ms. Esietat owned, "ve. heard enough, 
Morty. Go back vo your seat And remember Pe 
oteyy een ga” 

Heard enought She hac let me ay anything 
stall 

Eversomestared at meas Lalunk down the ile 
‘omy des. Whispers ard sriser follows me 

‘Ari sti had found eet aything abou eat 
tid who odd jus lice me. My win. 

‘My ‘wn! How cou somebedy Tock so zaueh 
teat 

‘Who was bet Where ld he 
Anal why wae trgngt rain my Het 


So what haya”? Naa whispered a we 
moved thrash the onc Hine, "veryne it 
tallng about how you wen mts in Erglish cas 
theming” 

Tacha plate flan on ry tray. “Have yt 
everson gy ars re who loos kee?" T 
ket. 

Nan wemed. “Not realy” se ait “t 
‘mean, ther Gus Holleran. He fr halt — 
Tut he wens ina ere eu, And e's nd of 





Iacrvom. "cacy Uke me Like my twin or 





hing 
‘Nan frvwn deepened, “Nox Thor's no cme at 
thie chor wo lank tat che you" 

1 dros a dep breath "Wel sis morning dr 
ng Bnglich ene lid who ons exactly ike me 
‘aren the window, Schwert oid 
‘otshoke was Only he dsp.” 

grad ml rom the Conk. “And no cre 
se bin bat me." 

Snovwap! Nan ughod “Get seria” 

Tay serio, Tl orion" Tinted “Tm 
tetog yo thie really happened” 

"Coron" Na ied, Sho lod me toward 3 
table Maybe fas fst same stranger passing 
‘by who sor of looked Uke you. Or maybe it was 
ome weird in of lage something.” 








@ 


Noy" Listed. “He spoke to me! He was real? 
“fou you know what elie? Think he most be the 
“ne who trate the ar roem and mouthed ff to 
‘Mx Wiliams: That why exeryne thinks it was 
te been be ok just he me” 

‘Naa green eyes went we. "Monty, do you 
ao how crany you sound? A ki who bok Jost 
‘ke yo veo paling around geting you i ts 
ber 

‘Nan shook her bead oi ale thug 1 
sas making i up. 

"But Tine what Thad sen, 

‘And Talo knew who nad oask about. Unele 
Lia 

There’ oly one answer: tug. 

“ast ve twin A i that Mo never lt 
ve ahoat. 

‘Unde Lao will now Hes Mons brother, 

Hehastotal me 

| rsed home afar my piano lesson that aftee= 
oon hurd trig Ose house to the leer, 

‘Unde Leo was there, pouring himself a eup of 
coffe, I potiond that his bande were eng 
ssl: 

‘When be aught sgt ofme, be seemed to give 
“astar. Coffer splashed out of his exp ont the 
Sniner. 

"Montgomery He frowned. te seool outa 





Uns La" plantd myelin hon hin“ 
have to kc Tolle the rah. DoThave avin?” 
Tele Lao spe, Hi ce lowly turmal a 
fiery red, 
“How di you nd aat™he whispered 
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cp. If a6 altho air ad been 
lected onto me 
Moa ean i tre? do havea tnt” 
‘Uncle Leo gaze at me Then slowly, he Tow= 
‘red himacfines aktcher ca 
Yer jo do He sd sr” b sl foto 
What if sd oto the dha oppo him 
“Please, Uncle Leo. Tell re! 
Unete Len ered hi thre, 
"What you must understand, Monigunery, fs 
st were years ays, year mother was. very 
“yg — and very poo” be bean. "Your father 
ot die, leaving her alone Sho was ast 
“dee. She had no Jab, no money —othing. Sho 
re ocen have aise ven ust ny Ut 
parinet in the university emp 


= 









sy oa got the petre” eld pa 
tients. "Go ot” 

"Wher. ad your twin were doen" Uncle 
{Leo continue, ik wan te happiest day of her 
‘ie tutaeoche rakes Yeuse, ce new that 
she olde posi foi ard care for two eh 
‘renby bere 

Uncle Lenape Me eff sndgaaed inthis 
exp, "Your mother thought long aul hard beat 
TP he old me, “But aly ste a to weep the 
ruth: The tat thing ho ea do fr both of you 
‘Gilden nest send one of yo ney. T) amen 
Whe eld eae for oa propery” 

He gave ile drag, "You were the fistborn, 
Morkgomery. By ten minutes. She hep you and 
rent yur tre.” 

Tot there sarin at the able hardly knew 
‘wat otha, My whole word seemed to be tre 
Ingupeide down 

“ow! I rurared nly. "Tis ie wile” 

“tim soery You hal to ni oot this way: Your 
star planed tol You herseif—on your thi- 
tooth birth” Unie Lo explained. He pased. 
"How a you out?" 

T glanced up. “ve sen him, He yes some- 
ete nis town De chal ring” 

ie" Unie Leo repeated, Hs fo el with 
confison. "No, ne, Your tn sa boy, Mont- 
fpner." Uncle Len loaned forward “Nun your 
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ag es 
eee 


Of coare! Uncle Leo ndd, “T hoaght yon 
undraocd hat. Your mither diet want to give 
her daughter co stranger And year Aunt Ss 
‘and Taways wattedsildrn af ur own. Ove 
Trice’ Nan as my own dangher all these yours 
ut sho an. Shes your twin site 

But—but—" 1 aputered T put my band to 
‘my oad. els contined! 

"Doce she knw?” Tasked aera moment, 

"Ne, she doesnt. Not yet" Uncle Leo reid 
‘cleared his hrvat. "I panne to ell er on ber 
thirceenh ithday to Just le your mother Bat 
How I guess eas to kno. ke 0 tll her 
‘mele Alon, you don ria, Ie be. el, 
aaroek” 





Sure” Lome, The ns was bizarre enous 
tome. | eon even imagine how it would hit 
‘Nan, The man she hal always thought of she Si 
thor. was her une! 

“Arde a beter — re? 

‘aleabout shock 

tt eurge of happiness for a second Ihave 
sister A in ter And Ws Nan! 

‘Te was ind ofc But it was lo totally weird 
llth ime hd win and did know 

‘Wat lee was going 00 that T dd now 
shout? 

Tater to fc) a 1 cook trust anybody 
ow old {now what was rea Or what was he 
‘ruth 

"The really strange thing was, Unele Lens 
Inaltamewered my querton. 

“ruc what about tis dT ao who Woked jot 
lik mo?” Tanked Uncle La. "Who was that” 

‘nde Leo frowned. °T dant know anything 
out hs” be tere, Tt mast be elne 
“Benes” He stared ff inp space for a moment. 

“Unde Leo? {promi 

He ocemel to shale ssef. “Ye, cl 
nen That” 

“But —" Tegan, 

‘We both jumped a the Kent daor slammed 
“tii” Nas vole called out-~Anybody homer” 

Uncle Leo and T exchanged quick glances. 1 
stood, 


Py 











“Tout there I whispered. 
Tina forthe back star. Let Unde Leo give 
‘Nan thls eure news in peat T hed sre 
‘thinking tod, raya. 

By fe was otting weir hy the minus 


“te sl eo ant lew 
you aren’ my coin 






Tena pt might Nap ad J ston har bo, 
Alling Wel ben alkny for bors ray, 








rnember the sammer we were soven, when we 
wen tit beta pty at ht id van Se 
aur tse?” 

"tne relly piled Hi with he eroked eet?” 
Nan asked. 

“Yeah and rememer are he got at col 
‘model rin er trendy proven" wert. 
“And then at Ue end of the pa, the engine and 
the eabonse were missing and mone coal ia 
theme 

“Yeah. Nan ped me. "St" 

1 eaned frward. “Wel I sole the engine” 1 
told lowering my ole." just thought ews 
the cos hing Teer su. Tha o have it At 
lates when went eto your nm to get same 
things fund te eaboot In your desk drawer” 

‘Nts en red ro. “Are yom kidding? You 
moan yo 2k hk eboowe and yea never 
eee 

What was 1 gsngto nay?” Lak, tok the 
sogine, Tends ay angthing or L might get 
‘raph myself 1 shrugged. “Besides, T never 
el Bean” 

Yeah He was er” Nem agreed. 

‘We bth rat oa lupin 

Tan below "Nex gasp. "We both ha 
‘those guy sero l hese ara” 

"So, ae you are you angry at Mora" T ven, 
ture at tn" mean Dreaue se i ee you 








Nan frowned and ghana down. She payed 
“th the end of rong red rai. 

"I dovt know” she ald fer & ronment, “T 
‘mean fel realy weird when think abou 
“Tha he ne all he ine hat {ws er dah 
tertotshe never sad any” 

iT shook my he. "T al can hllove But itt 
takes you fee eter, I know she Loes yu. She 
lays talks about bow great you are aid every 
‘hing 

She shrugged. “T know. Aunt Rebaces — 1 
wis, Mom" She shivered. “It sounds so 
strange! Mom. Anyoray, sb always ben need 
{By no to mo. Ive spent alot every sur 
ith you gue: Sho wll and roe oto to me 
‘lhe ine. 1 gue Tet ke che raly loves me, 

_ Bren though she cul hep me.” 

‘She pened. "What mI ging osay ther nest 
‘me se ber? When she comes bck ta get 

T thought tat over “Ede kao. We bave a 
Img ime o thie abouts" 

Ticked the eel of my stoe aginst che oor 
Diy head was s0 fll of questions thanght It 
‘would explode. 

“How shout Une Leet 1 added “Are you 
angry a him noting you sone” 

"Nar ook her ead. Twat a rt. Dut nw — 
Tien etn dad Tove in always thnk of 
any dd. Keown tha e's ally my nee 





donst change that. And he dt pln to ull me 
‘when ouraad heen” 

Tyunned, "Wel, [better goto bed.” 100d up 
tun strode the door, "See rain the morn 
Sa" 

Yuek!” Nan mae gaging uses. "Td eae 
Ityouaromy bathe Dont ever, ve elle tat 
‘guint Tei. lame!” 

“laughed and elo the dor bebind ne. 

‘As Ted the phone ste ball ang, 

‘Weir Who would eal at thls hoa 

picked up the revere” 

‘You're going to gol i row" a boy voce 
Ahyetened 

Sita” Trond, “Whe tio?” 

"Yau ging to get 3" the von repeated 
‘Tain are going fo get tough, Monty. Very 
tough Starting now" 








hi hist” X whispered into 
the phone. “What are you 





‘Het Wott” 

Newnes, 

Nowne thre 

stood therein my paras ahi the re 
cverin my hard, A etl sep’ over me 

‘Whoa ht on he phone 

‘What dil be mean, thinss were going to get 
‘oui 

‘What wae ping to do ome 


"Are you nerve” Nan whispered, 
“Kind of Wiat about yout” Twhopored bck 
“Tal she nie. 


e 


was tho nor Priday. Nan and [were waiting 
ckstage In the sthoel anditariam. We wore 
lato ply our piano duet forthe ase, 

T glad amy blve buitonlown shirt ad 
ial pats. They Tooked okay No fod! stains or 
argthing 

oar days bud paved sows 1 got that went 
shane ll bue wating hal uppened, Ye 

‘Probably Soh, 1 gard, dat gotng, giving 
a nt time for wrecng hit vole. 

"Whit twas Sek? 

Somebody hd already tarted meting thy 
Iie, Pretending to he me. Getting me are for 
things Tio, 

‘Wat ft ee my doublet 

‘The peisipal was Goshig up er announce 
‘ments Navan T were ope. Bolter make sre 
have all my msi, thought. Hopned my back, 
plete fla 

‘My stomach arches 

‘Th flr was empty. Completly empty. 

“0h, na" gapeds "My rus! T et hee” 

“What” Nex grabbed my arm. “Yer moron! 
id you leave tat borne” 

“No chekel ny fokler three tne before we 
4ef the howe” Titec Tsp my Sages 
Tmt in my locker Mage tel tof the 
{alder oe sometaig, Uv to gogo.” 

“Hut were going om in ve seca” Nan whis- 
ere aia, “What rn Tapped to dt” 
















“Sal hem. Pay sol. dont now” 
raced through the wings and down the all OF 
ea) licker Wat atthe fare of Uh bude 
Teed. 
1 skied up to my lokor and twiried tho 
“Gal dacperatas. “Iwelve — seven — clever" 1 
Tumbled under my brath e1 [ spun te lle 
hel. 

Teed tho latch. The metal dear mime 
‘pen T stared into the locker 

By Jocks ung ena ok. My books were 
stacked on esl. 

‘Neshere mode. 

tagged the books out ofthe ser E pane 
Shanti through the, Was Ue usin ey 
tebe? 

‘No Not there, 

hac no den whore it was. 

‘Mayo st iin the all emewhore, Though. 
(rf iin the throne 

1 stumbled through the hay staring at the 
‘owe Novign of my mie 

T tamed a corer and sw an open doce. T 
paused fora Sosnd to poor nt the room. 

‘st asupply oom. 

But eloe haa chane ta tar rou ome 
tne gave mea gui hand above 

‘OOF Tandedon my ally onthe oor The doar 
Mane shut. The tn we ak. 

“Hes! Tried. 


6 





(CLICK! A key tured in the lek. Lsprany to 
sy feet and yanked onthe do: 

‘Senco had oso 2 nt 

ee me oat!” T soto T banged on the door 
sth my fist 

oote answers 

Opn tis doe” I yelled *Let meat! Now!” 

ace my ear (> the door and Listened, Nota 
sina 

Tit seen cold lamp in my stomach, 

‘Someone locked me la bere on purpose, 1 
ought Wnt 

ted the door again. ed age. 

What am going ods? 

anf, Thon I coughs. Thore was a sharp, 
Titer soot nthe And it sbemad kind of 
smoky in ere. 

iA a women I restnd the smell —and Ue 
‘smoke — was coming fom « ple of same clly- 
Teak tid. Mare of the aff one out of 
asl lon ug et ay ts deo the Baar 

“Otbin”T moaned, 

And then Tegan to cough 

Theat over double hacking and wheeing. 

Ack gay cloud poured os of the mouth of 
the jag on the fon. 

“Noble, 

"The faces from that jag They're coking 

Tose breathe, 

Can breathe 
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tatehed my stomnch, coughing and gus- 


sow. 

Hel tre to ery. But T code eh 
sword a. 

hanged onthe dor: But no one aot et me 

‘Clouis ftoxe smoke rose up frum the jug on 
the fear 

‘Ths serious! I realized, If dont get ont of 
ere son, pass ot. 

Tight eve die! 

peered arourd the le rw fran 
Srplgtose Tosh made mp eestor 

tI cold make eat the vetange of ht fom 
-aitlowiom Atle window norte eg 








ves the Kd that latched atthe tep an pale 
town. 

Te was higher than my bead, Can 1 lin 
‘rough tT wonder. 

Thave to, don he ay ein? 

1 staggered over ta the window Loa astack of 
‘noc gr cas a corner 1 drugged one 
nd the rnd and turned up down. 
‘Then Uline on tp of 

"The fumes were mech thicker wp high 1 pall 
ny ir upto over my mouth sr se 

T grabed the ltch on the Ite window and 
pled with ll my strength 

"Cowon" Tpanted “Come on. Come on!” 

POP! AC last it spemg, open The window 
‘swung down and banged against the conerete 
tral Onc ofthe pens shattered But [adn have 
Ue wo wary bent ta. 

‘Coughing, 1 ealaed the edges of tho window 
frame and ald yelp. fy arms hook. 

mot ging to mak thought. 

Tdant have the strength to pall myvel? 
then 

fd then my Real was ute and 1 was 
‘brettingin gulp of ros al 

Thing tere fr moment, ast suckng tin 
oy anes. 

"Then T dragged myself the rst of the way 
‘through the litle window: Ie wae aight “Ow!” 


1 evi out as my pants got stuck on aa 
{Yank and yanked nt tey ped ee, 

‘At lst Iwas oul. [spre the grb asp 
‘ng. Grays ome tele et Ue Tie wow 
a ate away wi he bree. 

‘After «fo senonds, ft strong enough 
clinb to my ft. 1 linped awurd the rote 
france of the ata. 

‘vas sure Til mist my chance to play the 
het wits Nan. bet ear, Fae glad tobe ane, 

stumbled tard the alton with kk 
‘ealngin my stamach coughed again. My lng 
{elas i they been sere wth sandpaper 

sipped backstage heard he sount pan 
laying, thon applause. 

‘Nan a started wlthot me 1 reali. 

1 steppe into the wings 0 wateh, Nan tod in 
front of pa, aking bow. 

"Thun I noicod something else. Z was onstage 
on 

1 gaped in amazement at 8 kid onstage who 
oo jst He me! 

He hid my haz My nose. My lng, thine, 

He even wore ihe acd blu button-down 
bie, 

He and Nan bowed tothe nuence tether. 
seared frozen in haror 

‘Sh hint el alin. My owm cousin — 
‘mean art hint me enmtage with br 


Hes pretending hs st 

‘Who het Why ee doing thst 

Td oid out Now was my’ ehanes, 

A whale aivorum of people walsh. They 
alls that Thad adobe At nt Chey would be 
‘eve ne 

"Hey" yelled fom tho wings 

My double spun aru, Our ey lxkod 

made # ave to she stages Bu: ay double 
leaped tard te ay and plan — an sve 
‘ta hag ashe cul Te rumbled aos the sae 
‘ike a peeing Macrae 

Roaring se! 

[sto for a second with my mut hanging 
pen insbosk 

ewan oh me — with the pian! 

‘The pmo thot toward me. eng to sroah 
rma. was rappd! 

“Atte at sowed digo to the se. 

‘The piano thundered pac. lk he wind as it 
went. 

Te snaced into tho buck wall with frsting 
crack. 

“sigged ugar the wal, puting. 

‘From the autor, 1 heard gasps, hen 
sta eat ging of Nan shocked ce as 
‘he aed nto the wiry Her mouth was wie 
open 

‘iy double ran part me 

Me was laughing! 





roo hee 


Hey? 1 ye. 1Core after hm "Come back 
rere Came bac” 

My due pounded down the empty Yall 1 
ace after him, 

“Stop arene. “What are you dlag? Who 
area” 

My double rounded the corner: Ho wae boing 
forthe front dors! He was geting amy 

T gited my tecth al tre around Ue cornce 
ster i. 

‘asl Las feta with hint 

stumbled 0a halt My chest hee 

“Wha — are yout” T panied. What™ 

"Th ay th Se rave me a aes ie 

Do yaa want to ow the rath abot ma he 
esd, 

"You!" eid My yoke echoed in Ue bal 

‘You think yr oto” be breathed in my 
face, "Wel, ours not 'm better than you. And 
Tm going to proveit” 

‘My double tok step toward me. 

‘Thon he auld hs hack nd porehed mein 
‘the stansch. Hard, Rander than 1d ever been 
punched before. 

doubled over, gasping for air Red spots 
anced in front of ey eyes, 

Tlaned up a hi heen ary eye 

“Tm aking over your Kl, Shag” he wid 
soy “At yu can sop me Thal yo ned 
tole" 





a 


% 


fumed an Sages tothe rt does, 
Tied testable trim. hc 

strength in my legs cul em oda 
deep bret 

My koees buckled Ishumped tothe tnleum 
ther 

Ty bead whirled 

‘And everything bag ogo bie 

‘Fmabout pas ot ral inky 

"NotI groaned 

east 

T have to follow him. Find ot here he Hives, 
Whobe's 

have atop im before be cuepetely rains 
my ite! 

‘Gaping huuled myselftomy fot, staggered 
tdugh the che drs 


n 


atid, 1 propped mycel anit the side of 
‘he billing and ake ina Ira growing ae 
‘er tobreathe. 

T seaned the street in ath directions. Which 
sway di he go? 

"There! | spotted «Mish of ed hair uring the 
‘orto. stunbled ater hi He wat shout alla 
‘ck head ome 

Tm going to tell tat guy if i ls they 1 
‘thought How could some ook so mh ke 
‘me! And what che man, be wa pong to ake 
over my bier 

‘My double didnt seem to be in sny bg bury 
He didn't ree T vas lowing hi He picked 
up a stick and Ural sng the wrought-iron 
Fences. LANG! CLANG CLANG! 

"Then tows tho le aay an pled some 
‘hing out ohis paket. Temkin’ male what it 


‘Heston then aimed it at ear Adare cond 
hissed ot. 

‘Spray pint! Tsucked in my breath, My dle 
‘wat spraypainting the sdeof ace? 

‘Man, watts id bad mrs! 

11 di’ stop him —soon — he wou jt 
et me Kise out of sev. Hei get ms st to 
ja 

hurried forward — and ecientally Kicked a 
bition the sidewalk. tolled catering nt the 
sutton 


My db trnet i es sharps 

WaT. [ducked bai tro Did 
he seo me? 

Teoanted a en, then poke around the thik 
soni 

‘Node cin pote. Hema ral yes wih 
‘the spay patent Then bee it bak i it 
che and eartiued on sway. 

Titlowed But when 1 gor t Ue ear bad 
speay-patel, I topped and eared in oreo. 

Hed pled a pan rt hea of te dor of 
the while ct nie the heart ware the words 
‘Mowry wove Asay dove 

“0h, m0" Lgpvane. 

uric the all of my shet and trie to ma 
the alt To ate ea: 

" Kew Aaley walked homo the wy. Hal the 
hoot wale homehl w4- 

‘Thay woulda eae it. 

‘They would all boeve Lwroce i, 

(Bod hore wns thing You do about 

ang pounded my Ht on he hood in ra 
Ursin Then Ttok of after my double again. 

‘iad wo stp hi! 

| trie nin dw three ror lack 

‘Whom be tured lefeon Chester, began to wore 
ee 

He wa aking theatre rote hame that di. 

Where did this ki ve anyway? 


He ervsael Chester tthe tafe ght and 
‘sarted apy Sock 

This sto weird, I thought He can’ posiy 
live onthe sare ek as me. Nan ot Uncle Lit 
‘would have nati. 

alway wp the block, my doube turd ght. 

Ino the driveway of Une Lo house, 

“Hut” I gasped 

valdnt waste ene hanging bask bala Woe 
anymore sprinted up the ret. Cu dra the 
en 

‘Ai ede wo 8 stop, Diy mouth fel pen in 
oma 

‘My double was climbing into the iehen win- 
‘oy of Uncle Le se! 


cy 
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da | eee 
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Sinerawt 































1 burst into the kieben and stared wily 
scan 

pis. The rom sae emp. The curtain at 
‘he open window tilowes sayin the bree. 

"wor te gor Whar a my doable? What 
wus he dong here? 

Tad thredgh the Ronse, ehéeling all the 

He wen the ving rom. Or the dining 
rem, Orthe TV 10m, 

Tuck my head ato ele Leo tidy: No ce 
there A serecneaver of chee formula marae 
eros his emputer mito. 

Tran up to tho second loo Tre dow the hal 
‘rowing open the dors to all he berooms. 

‘Noting 

Tova And him anywhere. 1 even chock 
toate 

ally, panting, 1 plodded. down. the front 
aire 
“Where cl be have gone Did he sneak ou of 
‘theese while Iwas sarehing the seo oe? 
‘What we he wpe? 

‘The door burst open just as T reached the bat- 
{tm ofthe tars Nan ran. 

‘anes ahe eed when she caught sight of me. 
“What isthe matter with you? Are you completely 
1 Why dl you smash he pant Why 
Tbh her sr. “Nat Late, Youve to be- 

Teed. “That wast mel Tear 





crust met 1 wa bactage—T se the whole 
‘hing im ling you, Trea do havea dobict 
Hcavhe onc tt smashed the plano! He's vi” 

Sut eut Naw nape. “Tis om” 

em not joking! Why wet you believe me?" T 
bogged 

“fon say you have & double wo Boks ke 
yon an Aras ike you tot Nan crowed hor 
me Do eo kee moran” 

SH my doable. My tin Foren 9 not 
poaribe, Think shout 'n your twin ad You 
det know uni a week ag.” 

‘Nan eyes widen, “Aro you sing —oh, 

T nodded, “Nan, what f we're mt unt twins? 
‘What i were ipl” 

‘Nan pot hand to er forehead. “This 100 
wench manure, "Come on. tak Dad” 
Une Leo at he tsa for our rectal” 

‘Man was alrondybuerying down the hl. He 
ever showed up" se elle over har etouder 
‘he war ting tome paper fora acence mage 
tin thia morning, Tete gt al iveved in is 
work an forgo ocr” 

“She pase epen ne door to Uncle Leo's stay 
and ste in "Daa™ 

tle wut here" Tai fowing her in.“ 


Maybe he's inthe Tb” Nam it her Up. We 


Ive goin there and tlk tohim. Weave to find 
oat the rath” 

arse to leave the rom. 

‘Thats when {eng sigh ofthe paver ying on 
top of Uncle Leo's printer. is ie eaped ot st 

"THE FUTURE OF CLONING hy De Leo E, 
Mats. 

gasped. Por & moment the room ceomed to 
son before my yer. T dltshed the edge of the 
deck, 

“Nun” Troe. "Lok twit” 

‘Nan urn bak nd yoered at the paper: "St 

"Don't jou get i" I eed. "The double is 
done! He oved me, Unde La cloned me” 
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von fhe eu do it— whieh he ea’. — my 
ther would never ine 

"How do yo know?” hot back, 

Nan gated a me. "just now. He woot do 
sik ig ke Ut” 

“ot eal Sal” argue, 

Bverthing wan fling into place in my mind 
“Remher when Uncle La gnve me th pin — 
sini bo poked my Anger with 7 And then he 
‘thiopd oa his handkershef nd wiped up al the 
oe? think ho was getting 2 cal sample or 
someiag!™ 

“tie ws ot” Nai green eyes Gas, “Lea. 
wie you, Monty. He was uct yng tobe wee 
you" 





“Put ny double appeared jut a few days ae” 
ited ck. “A few days afer Unde Lo wipes up 
‘ny Us wih his anor Md apenr who 
lous exactly Heo ae, And when Ifo in he 
‘sinks oko ious. Bow do youespiintat® 

‘Nar foe eet ia dow. don’ no. But 1 
now my dad dn elon you” heel. "You're 
wrong, ones. Deed wrong. And Ti oly to 
Drove eto” 

eddy ms “How” 

“tim gong ta ask him. Right now" Nan de 
ara, Come on. Hg oe nia Lat go 

‘She whe and marched Lael Ue eh 
rca dot, 

1 alowed er ete mors slowly 1 yas err 
‘ed to fee Urea Leo, 

‘ot Lhd oko the truth 

Did Une Leo realy ene met 

[Nan yanked open the dot to the lab and 
stepped it ea pt hein er 

‘She topped ao suienly that Tera nto her, 
heard ter. 

‘hen Tsk What dhe was sang at, And 1 
pl to, 

Unee Leo faced ws, He wore a wits ab cat, 

Nexto him stood my deuble 

Nertto that double tod anotir debi 

And another. And soother 

‘There were four exact copies of men Une 
Leola 

a 
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ie four elones ied at me", Monty 
they sg nt 

dwt beiove a” T gasped 

felt anit were going insane! 

nel Leo glared asm." warned 
cerns in her” heaped 

‘Nan tink a step foreard “ut but, Da 
why eb ened "Why dd ou 6 this to Mani? 

Une Leo straightened to hs ul eight. 

Cam aon,” he dere, “leant worry 
lout one tay’ ally pecblems, With ry eoning 
raj, Lago ease he word Forever 

“No! I shat “You eat! — 

Uncle Lao frowned. “Tm sorry. I hoped it 
soul come to this, Bot Tea alow you tet 
Fei things” 








oetumed tothe ones, “Ge ther! be backed, 
oining a Nan and me, “Do ll thom escape!” 
tantly the clones spread oa road the al, 

“Dad Nol Nan waded. 

1 syallowed bur. What were Uy gong ta do 
tus? How could Vee Lap tur aga us ike 
thst 

“Theslonas edged dma 

‘We nd og out of thors Chteing Nan arm, 
1 bogan to bek award the dor 

“Where are you golng, Monty?” ono of the 
‘once called. Ke leaped behing vs othe door He 
‘Sam the bl bat, 

"We were losked int 

‘They surrounded ws. Nan and 1 badd 0 
gether 

Think! Tad myst Find «wy on? 

‘Theclovescived us The cele Uigiened, 

et away tom ual” Nan pled "Lanve os 
lene” 

“Teo f the clones mae grab forme. Lddged 
vay —ane dove to one of the hb counters T 
[abbed s beaker fll eeu gud 

"The clones surround Naa ad blocked the 
oot 

“Get bai" warmed. "Away fom the done: O 
throw thisin your hoes” 

‘The clones laughed. “Go aba” ove of then 
‘urged. “TE ap water” 


‘aren! Ina ab beaker? 

Maybe be was bung. 

hare the beaker atthe canes, 

“en — tok cu" Leal, 

he cance asked. Non to, The beshar shat 
‘ered against the doe 

“sup that!” Undo Lao elled sharps “You're 
deseepng expensive ul 

‘Ome lone seized Nan by he ams. She strug: 
fod ercly. “Lat go ofa Lt ol” 

Taarted toward her. "Laue he lone!” 














‘be snoere, 

‘ort gooped I ipped one arm foe. “ya! 
‘haratecopye the clon wrist and yanked my 
teher arm fee. Ducking va I erouehed and en 
Under annie eo table 
"rt Iti to ron der the tae. Put 
i declaw enh 

WHACK! 1 rammed roy head ayant the 





Monty” Nan ane. 

Ttavallever To of te elones grabbed me up 
‘hom the ab Hone Ty drugged Nan and me over 
othe mupply net 

“Then they opened te der ard shoved wi. 
oar cy tin thee, 

Tota tthe ares A at ight wad 


‘in froma high, tad wind: ang my fe 
‘at tho wooden doe “La wou” Teereaned- 

Monty.” Nan said a « hushed vole, “Over 
ere, Quick” 

Turd around, Nae ws erouching by some 
{hing in th corner: nthe dim light it ese 
lel rag, 

‘Then it moved, Grouped. St up, 

“igh fel nape ee. 

ened utin shack 

"Urata! 
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“Then she yanked buck 

Dadi i really jou? she whispered Sear 
‘uly 

Ia relly me, promis,” Une Lao repli 
sve He ged frm Nano me. "So they go 
‘outon. asad of him sary ki” 

"Nan eyed him suspicion, “Ie youre you — 
whol tht guy ut tere” 

nee 0 med shard wert over hi fe. 
“Het ulone. They al re" he explained, "Hamas 
lone, grown in ab" 

Tsivered. ven thoogh T bad guest the 
truth heaving tro Une Leo made it worse 
semen 

"Wy? Levit. “Why did you cone me?" 








Unde Leo shone Ms head. "Ain," he de 
dared,“ woald never he ator haan lg 
Pose balleve me, Montgomery” 

“Then how... 7" Nan stared at Uncle Leo. 
‘ont get it, Dad” 

“would sever experimcot om awother bunan 
‘being But Idi experiment on mysell” Urea Lo 
‘explained, "Several month gy Tmeoeded fn 
‘doing mys Te wae an increible breathe.” 

“Several monte ago? Nan gpd. "You mea 
thereave ben wo of you raming around forthe 
last few months 

Not runing arn Unele Leo correct. “I 
xplsind to my clone the importance of staying 
iden in my ab — ant we were ready to aban 
im to the world I thaught he understood and 
gree.” 

Ho heaved deep aigh "Bat what I ide rele 
‘ue was that ny done nine — ins and el.” 

‘vit I ecoed, felt cold kaot in my stam 
ah. 
"i dont know what ther or use” Unle 
{eo continued. “Het the ce who cloned $03, 
‘Montgomery [think he tok DNA sires ft 
you lst ener, when you and your mathe ame 
fo vs. Ho sealed ou of the lab ad ita your 
edrvomin the mide othe night eaght hn 
he hal bate ela has ply taking & 
‘alkbecaise he eld deep” 

"sped. Thoda sudden msmory ofthe hore 


« 











nightmare om that night. The ove where the 
an was neraping at my skin witha sea. 

ott wuane snghtmare at al. 1 Une Lo 
‘wa righ ferealy happen 

‘Sp when you priced Monty with tpl, you 
sere taking DNA sample, were you, Dal” 
Nanas, 

OF cours nt!” Uncle Leo sounded cocked 
My pdonnn, that woe jt siden. T ca 
(aily die onean todo” 

"ld you" Nan dered, 

Yeah, wel. Ttered, You oud blame 
me fer being saspicioos 

“Afterall Iwas’ hat fr from he tht 

‘Uncle Lop pat had on my shoulder, im 
sorry. wld have stopped my sone —if only { 
ad inown. But fever eros my mind hat he 
ght eying to me. Why shoul he! Ie would be 
lke me lig to mell” He sighed again, “Or 
ha what thought in che beginning. 

“anya” he continued, "es T eatiwed ran- 
ing tents my clone, Tre more and more 
‘wore. I Bogan to suspect that there was some- 
‘ling wrong with Remind Smething Seed.” 

jumped up patiently and begat pace bac 
‘and forth I wanted to gl to the important par. 

“ub what abot the cnesof me?” I demanded 

“Lo Two was king ther lllon, inser, 
ne Lao Ul ma He work at gh, while 


slept And he hid the Montgomery canes in the 
Se bedrorat oT wld fd en” 

No way! Nan ered, "You mean Twat hoping 
next doer in clone of Mont hte?” 

Tshndred. It was barlepiccur. While 
‘Nan ard Unele Lan and Lent bout eur lives, 

se copes me Wstehed sped on 
ddd out about the Slontyomery cles 
‘unt tro days ago," Unele Leo tld us He ture 
tw me. “When you described bey who lcked 
early like you, T began to wonder Could Loo 
‘vo have en continuing my work bind ry 
‘ek 


“I went int the fab that night to confront in, 
‘Tomy hoeron, {und sever] Montgomery eons 
Sn thore with him. When { akrestened oop 
then, ey overeveredie They ode pe 

He shook his head “Tue arly reason Tn 
alive is hecate thay thine hey need me My 
‘ental 

He fel ert. Weal at theo fora mament in 
‘he dar cla. Tid know iC. 

Dad, frit there any way to tell these clone 
par rm real people?” Nat dean at at" 
ean, dow do Lk yon nt wally ust an 
ther hora? Or Monts? 

“Hey” I protested. “Pm no lone. Tn ne!” 

“How dol aww that?" Nan elenge 








‘Urele Lao loa his a bag ain the 
all Iisa god quasi” he sgbe, "Ofccure, 
Tee way t tel xe from gh 
nue ure ech ove bd ay a” 

“le eld up hight hand, "Bach of the ones 
totaal le dot here on th ip a in igs 
‘Gul he expan,“ ess ik toa, a 
Inet, eh ore Hee arta 1 
‘nove 

‘Uncle Leo soaks head. Tore anthor it 
‘oreo eteen Uae cose the als” he 
‘dal Td know wh, ow tal Ue 
‘ones are ev They ake pewsare dng ars 
twother people” 

"Bat what do Uy want) Why ad Leo Zwo 
ako to many cles fet” Tasod. "What we 
‘hey ning odor 

Lee Two uses thse ones of yo an i per 
sonal sven” Une eo mid "The mare, the bet. 
ter Heck never tare overpawered me wth 
ther. 

‘Butt de't know what dey planning” be 
usted, "Whatever they're os ba” 

elie tity tah fot "Ks, we have 
Aso way ogo alo ee, Weave sap 
‘herman 

‘CLICK! Tardy turn the lek eid 


Tear pooning, I while around. The door 
smangopen Taguig nthe brig ight. 


» 


“ro lanes of sta in he doorway 
"Gomer, Ment. We ed yo” of har, 
‘commanded He grabbed yu 

“Net [yelled T twisted ay ary ying pl 
‘ee But Tokio shtbe of hi grip And the 
‘done ddr even seem tobe otsnig 

‘He might lok Ike me, bt he wt «whale ot 


sora 
He dragged me out ofthe coset. strg 
ily ba two, 
“What do you wa” 1 xed My voce shook. 
‘ena are you gang to do toe 
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Ud teers 


youd 

"The lane ried me lighter “You i ot” 
a proie 

"Nooo! Threw mpselfacrward shin 
seta rekon the len theehins 
its my head trying oie miss. 

“Nice ty” he growed. Mot, help me old 

“The other threesomes Hnndely stopped 
feewsn 

‘Ort Ther al angered omy ame! 

"The fourcfUem drag eco astainesesteet 
te able, as covered with white paper the 
Lldectorsuse to protest their saamining tes 
asthe traps hing he four ears. 





‘They gong to strep me dow, 1 reali. 
Scrpiedown ao Teawt rage sib edo 
somthing ree oe 

“Stop! Plete”T begged But they hob me 
‘nts be 

“The Unde’ Leone sapped forward and 
pore down atte aT ay hoe, halpe Be 
etd up sete that ake ew blp pen 
tt the ip Taw ang hing needle 

“Three ofthe Bonty-ehner steed bck. The 
‘remaining one graed my rath and spread 
Rout 

‘The Uae Lene hyped ny ete om 
the side of he pen. Tega to bur The ver 
ale tat 

lowered it tomy right hind. 

“Not Teka. “Nooo” 

watched In horer a the oe touched 
tip omy tab 

“rnin a shot hgh my had 

‘The Unde Lenore lied the busing nee 


may. 
Tralee my hod nd stared down a my han, 
‘Stared down ta small ie atone! on my 
rie thumb 
‘Mya fl ck the ble. And ny ees 
ve hee a he tc who bel me dwn. 
"There" sald sul. "Now yore it ike, 
Monty 


2 


ad my ees shader. 
"wie the be dt on my thumb, there 

wart wy to prov ha waist elon, 

How a1 gg to et om ofthis T wand 
Anipentay 

ruth" the Unde Leola osama 
“Lat hi egy He won tragale tymare 

‘he Mantes began to unbucde the eather 
typ tht ek arm ans 

‘ut ofhe corner os eye Ton the dor tothe 
sopply eet woiy inh open. The dane ae 
Tee forgotten to ck 

‘Nan poked aid the edge of the doa She 
re ya 

tard Cae what Tat dha hep ie 
attention ava ror Nan 

‘ht son my kgs wor eo, Ted ot a 


‘soft ena yee nd sree ke ams 
‘la raed around nth ae 

“Hald im down” the Lea.tone command 
shar 

“Thought you sé he woul: vrata: 
‘mora oe ofthe Moty-onee lad. 

“le ted Co gra my aber. Teepe my 
testhat he band 


‘nthe other side of the room, T caught & 


sia of Nan. She was creping toward ab 
‘ou Sho weasstanet tere 


Tetra er “Let go of 0" 
“Toto stp to rea. he cant ecape, 
‘Thos originale areal so sup” the Leen 








ape 

“Tie ot upd” T shoal, “Youre the one 
lat op, You fa dmb canal” 

Wat your math, Money” one ft Mont 
donee warned "You dant knoe ht oe alk 
Ing abn" 

nt vp. rane to the ab dae Nan had 
pened Shera ange. 

‘Ora the Mont-cones pn tthe dor 

‘Too lat! He wat juste ose Na rk 
‘ral vanish aoe ered ot 

“The pl!” the clone shoved foal. “She got 

“Run, Nan” Lsereamed atthe po yg, 
tan 

‘Teeth ne cad ater Na. 





‘illenish ne: Ys two drt wa tomate Uke 
{es angry Unde Leo ste bo man whe el, 


‘Hy skin pele, But 1 trod ta lok as AT 





Tt oe fing ple. 

Hor wa {goings get ou of het 

“The minaes ied. The cloves i retar 
ith Naa. My hoes beg ors 

‘Did ate capo? Was she binging help 

‘ALT sald do we wa. 

‘ter lat al a ha Ulead a ook on the 
ub door, 

hs ere” the Lele bard 

Tec Monty vb led truth dor 

shone, Toe ever ge une to ha 

‘cloner over and utcked ede To 
ter te eos tapped ine. 

"we Na 

‘Ware the go” the Leoslane demande. 

“She poe aay ene of my cows rite 

“ie evar Had her anh” ashes ont 
valde ge" 


cy 


Ves T tea 

The Lepelone reve. “Tats ba” he mt 
‘ered Me gare on is ny “Ea” 

"Dont worry abot "one of ees sa 
‘What ean sh oto st St janx moi” 

"Wh woud balleve Ber ser anny 
aber cre aed. 

elt ead Te Gones wer right. How ex 
Nanever conse grownup hat she wasting 
he at 

“The Leocione etched and yaad, “Cap 
right worl — ural ay loki afer yo, 
‘usta i going to take nay” 

“Hobweadede a arr enna core ofthe ib 
Ho ly down and caged his aye. In sod, he 
ven seri 

Tomer. 

A thy aero one perso, al of my cones 
tema stare ae 

“Ther they began to move soy tava 

Mybreath engin mythos, 

‘Wha were hy hing? Wat di hey wank? 

{jampet up fo the i abe Teed ay 
‘rox ones ur I preset guint eval 

"The donee moved ur, 

‘What the ater 
ret thy are yon, Boat 

“Yea Are you Monty” ache oe are, 

Tate they yep repeng yar, 
‘There was somethings cep abet 


a 


of thom et, “You 








Leave me le! ily. It eave me 
lene 

‘They laghod fy auch. 

"After aweyeul gt wud ob part of 
sro another af the ne ld 

‘hee Tm nad 1 dedared, My heart thampod 
srmiet™ 

“No, Zn you" oe of hm corr me. 

No, Fn yo? anotber ce asted. 

“Pon yout 

{stared rom one Went fe to Ue the. 
{eae met. Tern Chugh, 
Inne! 

"Thr on fe clones ld up hs hand 

"Isis in” be announce, 





bd 


Tes teat," ene tld 





"Two of them grabbed me. Thy dragged eto 
the eourter pla high wih Uncle Lac ltl 

Not” Terie Stop! Leave me aoa! 

(Onset ten pled boxe weesen mate oat 
ota drawer He stack «match, then fea Basen 
‘roe be fare rose apn oof rm 

"Ready, Monty” he ake. 

Ready, Moni the other three dooes eho 
ruse, 
"No" yall, Plese!™ 
‘Twovf them held me so Inds tre 
Athi raed my hn — and fe inno 


Yast” Tere 
‘There seared my pam, 
rahe my td wna And stared down 
fs 
‘The akin on my palm was bard et 
‘yh are ya reg to dol ie” Ted 
hat do you ea” 

“Washoe ofthe loess 

He be his hand up in onto my fe, Then, 
slg esteem he aoe 

“And elit thre 

‘wnat are you dang?” gasped. “Are you 


"Th cone pled shad tack “Set” he sal 
“dest er me 

Or i” one othe ther nes chine ee 
seusk hha ae he ame, 

“Orme! he hed on calle 

“Orne” he faarthone ae 

"Dan oa get? We don ela, Were beter 
than soa, Ment” theft dose a "Suara 
Bizenger Weir an improvement” 

Trend tte bora 

‘Thad get aay fom these ightoning clones 

[yaned my arms fee adow othe sw 
"sew myself ai resting wih Cheb. 

‘There arad ae and pale me back. "No 
wayne of tet acided "Noue staging with 
a 


hen ack me up 1 demanded. ak me up 
svn Unele Le fm your pane 

"in don et you” Tho hone de is 
"Vint inthe groep no, Monty. In fatal 
‘ue Monty. Because Fn fou Fm ag your. 
‘Ande yeah what Ye ping toca on™ 

Teas pen Tsing shank hoe 

‘The shine Teaped owe me. “Noch” he 
‘hispored “Youre jet whe” 

“nat cive Te wort echoed ny bed 

Tata cane. 


"Are you ueep yt, Monty ane ofthe ones 
“whispered in the darks. 

vat avake. But Tay que on my cat and 
dnt anne, 

ira of ale probably was talking 9 me, 
Second Tandem ll to think wa sleep 
‘ng. Then mayb thy lap and Teal 
Sore. 

“There were wleows the ab at. was 
prety sure i was dark ouside. Nem had bee 
one fer bars lea 

‘Whore i? 1 rendered. Soe pcb cart 
ee anone to help er Or bebe he. 

Tie ae wan sl ya, But wha i he 
fale? 

sup tore to ge oat of bere, I realized To 
ip Non To rescue Une Leo 
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1 trained my ear inthe darows. Were they 
water 

“A adhoc as stanly brathing. 

‘Trey sloping dade, Thy ast bet 

Now or ver, Monty! 

‘At ely mr eo, Lt op vagy gn 
over theeadigeot the oT fused my bars 
sh myself, 

"Yow! Tim ip tke ro yin opi 
‘My bored pa throbs. 

sto there far seuacteeg my breath, 
wang forthe pls a 

No time 19 waste plod wo the nb dome. 1 
ged el ad bop to work it ely ack 
ni th. 

My beartpeanded Woul they wake up? 

‘Theol waged wer ey har 

Yar I wanted tocheer 

Teas alont ot! 

‘moat re! 

(One mere sean. One more send and Pex ot 
there 

‘heights ichared on 

Tiron stern 

Slory 1tarped ara, 
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‘efor elons soe ining round me, 
‘The Lecclone owe up behind the, 

faring a me. 

“Cag emotore?™ he dercanded, 

1" Tapers 

"tre very ight sleep” one of th nes 
sid tld you befre, Many, wer er than 
$a Don goa can =" 

TRAM? RAM? faa! 

oad bows ra ont. Te ab doe! Jumped 
any. 

"The dor few open. Nat art in — flowed ty 


"They all appeared to be about Uncle Lec 
sy. They wore ramped site Pro were > 
{ti balding The te as tl smd red be 
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ered — but a goes were oven thee than 
le Lat 

“rhise the ip you brought” Feld ot. 

Buta one pal an tention to me. Toe wen 
exes wero pacisally popping oat as they ware 
the does. 

The al man ture to the Leo ae 

“isl he ei “What gg on™ 

iho ate you” the Leocice demanded an 
gy." What it do you have tours tomb 
Ue ie 

Srna notmy da” Nan eed, “Hee ven 
ecogaise hin cd ealege roosts He the 
thine! Grab Hi 

‘The thre menexsharged glances. 

‘Then he two pomp ane topped Seward ar 
seized the Lenone by the arms! 

All igi” There 

La get hou 1 th track the tal a i 
"They bean toa te Leo dare ot of the rom. 

"he Lawchneaice wes bet eT 
mgr hee. “Ostrg”| 

T placed at myclonTvate forshm ob 
‘the Lawslose, 

‘Bue they ail moting, Thay Just stood ther, 
‘eae in ene, 

‘Why? wandered wea 

‘Won are they plang? 

‘Nam ram aero Ue rr. he turn the ay 
‘he leck ofthe supply clone. Dad” sealed 





Unc Lao sumo, binging 

Nan” he exces embracing her "Are yo 
alse 

“Tm ing” Nan dead,“ brought your 
lege roommates, Dad.” 

“rim oo iad you gue ore here" Uncle Leo 
ero "Turetet joule weckbessse Instr 
ny experiments were spinning cao ante” 

“Led to ed ep, bat noone wuld eee 
sma" Nan pli’ "Not ove te plo! Sou 
{the garage and waltad fr Jour ne to 

“But wha are these rus png to do Laed. 

Thay gang to deal wih tho cline,” Nix 
‘ple. “They’reviting wpa speci tain South 
‘America Seon the done willbe farsa” 

"Tare waly” Cs "an, 0 la yours 
ck. Twa ogg ohn Something al bap 
pone foyout™ 

Tiras alive that read a 0 og ht 

She jerked away "Don ouch ml” 

{stare a her abc, "Bat" 

"dort iow who you are” Nan said shay 
“yu eobe oea thn 

Nan” Tce eve “Dun yon reo: 
sue mer Cast yout the ere 

“Dont Uncen to hin” ane of my canes ere 
"Tet ying ik you, thera engy!™ 

Tac bth bing” anethar oxo Gece, 
sea 


Nan eyes narrowed Let me se your rig 
shana 

"Th asa Sho wld so the ato! 

Fear gripped me.I slowly hel oat my ight 
hen 


‘So td my ane. 

"You dotnet" Td ior “They 
‘acted me, We al he rn 

‘Nat eyes widened ae che sare at all ur 
‘ham 

Uncle Lao owned. That prem.” 

‘Tae en carb int the rom 00" the 
tallone exo in tht ral out” 

“Pred” Ure Leo grabbed he maha rd 
took “Thank goodaeo ou Ure got here 
tine!” 


“Barely” ono ofthe short, bald guys poled 
oa, He wnved hand around tre ad ll he 
‘toes "Whisk ome x your nepew™ 

hatte rau” Una murmured “We 
watt ere” 





1 tae thm. Wat to you meant Ws a big 
problem 

"No et" the lane dete,“ ean prove 
the real Meni” 

“How?” one of Uncle Le roommates med 

"Tow thie ep coal poy hr” 
the dn unnrmce 
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eure to Nae, “Remember what 1a 308 
‘ho ther night! Abo what append when re 
Seen seen? How we oth sole pare of Fan 
Seymour'strain ot yt te engine, and you got 
the eatenet™ 

And we never tld anyone ol,” Nan sald 
snl. 

Tguped-Tat gh when Nand were 
ing the cane nt hare Don ering bo 
‘tote tine. 

Hey!" I yelled. “Thats sy try! Ym the one 
xl you that story, Nan! Nothin! Dost be 
leven 

“No! Tam one of i cter clans shouted 

“eT” 

ae 

app my hace over my arto ab ot he 
se Te yaa mat” T ote “Told yo ta 
ory. Me! Pn Ment 











‘Nan stepped forward, 
*Ttleve 30” aid sft, "Yue relly 
Moy” 
‘Ashe hel oat hor and — tothe clone 
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Ce 


Nant” the oa ne des sted. “Dont 
you krow me 

‘Na chook ber esd,“ 
Urle Lae 

eran “You and Marlgecary goo, Wel 
tring the cles ut to the trac Te seer we 
fe them ola te bine, the ter” 

‘Na and the clon harlot ofthe lab. Th 
the aur men euch pad bd aon fo. They 
howd three the ase Oat oa white mo 
Ingvar thao inte dewey 

"hey opened the rear Sor ad shoved us x 
‘Tae ones struggled and yell but T eld. 
Toren dow form 





gy" she ged 


My on twin ser ol recog te! She 
agit wae lone 

‘What wat going do nw? 

How was gogo get oto st 

‘Treieofthe truck wus fted with we rows 
plist ote ote eae 

‘Tor Laeslone hailed inane ofthe comer 
set metering taal, 

heard the arm 9 voice sti a Uns 
‘Leo and hs ends dscaed wat 20 do nes. 
eanght Isle staiches of seatences “sip 
Jeeves tomorrow maring” and "wares by he 

rw he tll an, tack hie hand in, "Buckle 
we aise an "Werreabont to et moving 

"Then be smi the tar door. We were 
eck in, 

Tete set wd strapped on my sete. The 
one he se 

The trick tare up. We rade mle 

Think Pde Tri? Vondened mac Thao 
ln ayo of ht before Tendo ina la 
‘a South Amen 

‘Alsat ton inte ater, the track stopped. 
Outs Ul hewhineefbig machined ie 
Iepafiraca a they backed up Where were we? 
Tender, 

"Sounds ke a lading dek” one of my clones 
remurted 


ry 





"he tendo beter the ack ft tuk 
sith cab ad pen, Fred erred ot ne 
Wel be bere ah” hf “Might a 
ell mike yourelven camftable And in ie 
ou have any lets about tying te cape — 
‘rere peting a guard outside the tral” 
"Aur slapd dow ny seat In despa 
ine this as my lest chance ta escape. Once 
ey pat eto hat hip to South Ameren, Ts 
IinerThere an way Te et bck 
“oval pend the vest yak lab exper 
"Bat ow cull escape? 
gel rand the ie of tbe rack, The i 
ow no the ca was Lon walt rege rough 
“Anite eoorsloned way to sll tnbreak a, 





‘Aba ate in he eting, 
‘Aaling etch, open eras 
anid eecape tough the ap of de tru 
‘he seing ofthe ruclewae way aver my he, 
‘Hy could reach the hath 
‘Could 1 stack up sore of he pls sete an 
li upc then 
"Na Thay were bated othe ane 


{slowest Par Tete wt aly ane hing 

“Thad to ak my eae fr hep 

"Hog Togs Ay oie qa. 

Telerau red wpa “Hy. We 
ea get ot ie work together. How abt t— 
‘he Monty? Wa bepm™ 

Bly done ll tare ae 

“Why boul Theip you? one of them dee 
ane. "7m Dnt. Vote the one tha ld 
‘eeping me” 

No fw Moy" he sean oe bod. 
No, Fam the hid ane ee. Vou shai all 
hip met™ 

‘Tho Levon glare ct trom his earoee 
“Pip dowen nesesppd. “Tense of Ni ateung, 
Yoel Monty 

‘That was when T got an ea. Azeally smart 
ie. 

“Liste to me!” eed ove he ie, "Uncle 
Losing, We areal he ae” 

"The nen stoped poling aad stared at me 
ain 

Tats face — wee al ones ed we Ine 
Iu" Ewont on. “Why are we tying t feo ach 
ir Tat dmb orga stack thee, ving 
Ii wile we gat nips ot to sme ab, 
rig! Kec 

"Not the climes std, 





“es jt an original” one of thm std, 

"ere better Ua i” 

“Righ T yele. "So Lay bt work tng 
‘etal get or ofthis uch — and Von go acl 
‘othe hoe and ge io Ne Ths al i fa 

Lat got™ 

Yes! Thad to stragge to ep a smile fort 
spreading over my face T gue we orale 
stort todamb afterall ehh 

“kay here how we're gong do.” Tapas 
gad ono he capil im the 
‘mle ofthe truck underneath the bch “Sd 
ere, Monty” 

‘Nest pnt ata sean lan, “You — lin 
‘on Monty shoulders Then he ober Monty ere 
‘wil hep me go on your tue: lb xt 
{he hath up there ad fd sme re oe 
han om gaye Gt 2" 

“Goes Mant tho elon reed 

Ofcourse, ther was no way Flower any ope 
hw to them. Once Taso, wold be "30 
Jeng sclera, lame to el tha atch 
{fom the ouside aso I wt thro. 0 
ae surety eon esape. 

"wo the cnes made a Rnd of an der 
forme. The thidone boosted me uy nto these 
‘od onc ould The Lene at nthe cor 
oe watching 


ns 


‘Gaatioy, Leeached fr the ge af the kath 

“inom Monts one of the clones here. "You 
can dot 

Goth" grants, tid he hateh open. Then | 
‘around he clge ofthe ath for handhold 

ata auen harp pain in my index ce, 
“Ow Told jerking my tnd hae ost 
‘nae bed ios maar something 

Below me, there wa eden lense, 

‘Then the Lev-clony pelle, "He's he orginal! 
cetiat™ 

‘Ohm 

"The cloner dont eel plat 1 remembers 1 
save myzelf ag! 

Before al move, hand eno my ans. 

‘They grabbed roe—and pled re dow onto 
the oe of the rs 

“Nooo! Tht the metal Mor feted ele. 
[WHAM oy heat samedi the omer ne 
‘ofthe plate sets 

Ont" ned {hdd nth ote: 
Ange head elma mej pain 

“When Tepeoed emai, thre tea faces 
were glaring nto mine: The Leo-lone aired 
Uwerdhom. 

"Yer led to us, Morty" one of ny clon ait 
say "Wedor tie that” 

ie don ke yo Moy" wether ae aed. 
"We do ke any sent yu.” 

My thew dosed up with fue 





“honbonnt are you going todo vo ma? 1 
serine. 

“What yor sid wn shox do." ho td 
ere gol pt df you, Men” 

‘Tree fans reed ou forma, 
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at thre total abo, Mant one oe 
one eran. 

Teak, Men. What cul you pony have 2 
vy ton athe ke 

twa ley Moy thei me ancred, 

Wy do they Keep repeating ny tae? I wor 
dere despa. 

‘Ard then Igo my sen ea 

a sht Bua Teast tg ira 
them wile ehought ofa beter pan 

“ou bato th ame Monty, don yu” Tesh 

‘Theos pasted 

‘Syclg] monn, wo wold" Teotinle 
a tere are. Thats what ya ate ae me 


“set one of the demanded. 

“Ae ent ot me ikanother ane bei le.” 
urge ake Peery Cabeap wat to be 
tall Pete 

Pate” the fit clone repeated 

‘Yeah. Pete Adana: Sounds god, dont you 
thin” oced a emae 

“The soend shins sa ask on hs hel. “oh. 
Peta" dared “has a Fn to 

“No way” another chine protetod, "Pate Se 
rae What oat Feri” 

Terris ied nt to ake fae “Vea, thats 
sel ton" Ta 

“Perse! Tras even worne than Mon the 
Seton jored "What sre you~ teal gk” 

"Th thin clone erm ta hi fst "Whe ae 
ealing a ge Moat 

Don ame ort)” the st ave yell 
tet nae!TnPta” 

No, Pete” the stn one rt 

"No, Lathe sto inte 

"Lett on with th” the Lev lone mapped, 
‘Rarge his ily name bine” 

“Don ell me Hoty a third clone sated. 
tment 

are a bonehead” another ne exam 
msl 

“Aaargh” another done sereeched — and dave 
angry athe ater two. 








‘ina rae he toe of them were ring 
he dr, Koking Puehig Ying 

Soh wonder the Lele grumble. he 
retro ta ene eat and stared chap 

‘Now was ny chance, 

"itl Taco “eb! 

"Htey” a vice cle fm outside the erick. 
“was going on inter 

"Te ed! He hard me! 

"Help me —~ plese” Teri 

‘The ones pail no atentin, They were 20> 
‘busy ating ove wate 

"The rent dors af Use tack fe pen. A tal 
‘powerful un with uty tae hi tod 
{nthe opening, “Wha all the muse” be de- 
‘ade, 

sass widened ase ncn the three cones, 
“Toe hse shied wo me 

"hal hao” he pepe. "Quip? A de 
user" 

T ever dnaght fit in yi 

‘You havo to tp Chen I yell. Oy brth- 
‘xs they reblingeach the” 

Oka kdh Breo up. Break itp" he gest 
owed 

‘No wes my chance! 

Heat powsing. pushed pst gud — and 
leaped oo the back te ek 





1 gaom awa We were sone kt ofan 
akon he vee He wa ate yb ga 
‘onigts mace the pice a eight a dy Huge 
‘rane whines ard he, tng tal ete 
ey — some sop ta il!” 

Tran a fat a Tvl T never glanced bck, 

1 id iow where Has png Juste T 
att gota. 

Heavy fet pounded afer. del hind 
tick ofhige mea couse 
“Where die gu somone yd 
Asquetly as cold, {dou back the other 
wa: 

Terk my way away fom the ser ge. 
Keeping tothe shadow. Precing every tis 
‘ar vice oF a foie. Kanai actos Une 
pen spoes af Tad 

found mye tthe entrance tothe dks. A 
tall caine ene tered ube me Big trule 
rumbled pat, 

‘grec highvay slg read etaaneusmts 25, 
moemviie The atrow for" Mortals 
posted othe et. 

was eight ils fren Uncle Leo's hose 

1 lant back: No oe seetedt be faowing 

‘Salletickng tothe shadows, tepped et ento 





the rod ad Dogan to walk igh les With 
TnsksT would be meine for eats 

Twaled night A rod sun jst poking 
‘verte otf the nes Tae my 89 
Unde Lot home. 

‘My shit ae rpled al enced in eat. 
‘My Koki wor aid wit md 

"Dbing lover, {sneak peak int the 
ated rin el see Nas, Udo Leo, ant 
‘ny ln iy lone ting a Uo reals table 
‘ei belonged hee! 

cd aay. Ad made my way othe ft 
pont. 

Ta few sco, be facing him fain Ue 
ty San moto oe om Th by who le 
te 


Thad ake my ik. Tha to prove to Nan 
san Uncle Les that a the rea Mant. 

Tt how? 

How? 

‘Slowing lard, my houet using In ny 
hes ge orb, 


wo)... aes 
ST this hear antes, 


Nex” Monty rep. He ised & spoon seit 
hie empey cone bowk “Paw the Frated 
Pron” 

{sera out tho ten wiodow: Mor sr 
light trait th rc 

Thad slope much a ight: ¥ cooks. op 
‘inking abo the borvre of yesterday. The 
evleenen 

‘Thank odes ney thengt with sg 
1 ope thowe ees eo Sher yt Sent 
“Ameri. Dad, Monty ed {wom foel fe ot 
they are ar aay. 

“an — he crea please" Menty repeated. 

“Oh Sorry” Tamura "Te tng." 

“Dont thnk about anymore, Nan” Da ld 











‘aa rehening thing Now we have too 00 
veh ocr vee” 
pos th ere! Monty an then ple 
roger dein fom the bon tie table 
‘ian Sof a rh 
‘The dort 
dearth doe” Lexie 
Vget ie” Monty jumpetup end ied ot of 
the teh, 
heard ik open tho front dor, Ant then 
‘ard shouting, 
“Ahac are you dung ere” onty re. “Get 
sy from bre" 
“Ah nthe wrk” Dad vse from is chair 
una, hurried fetseps, "Thea Monty burst 
Ieathoni ack int the Rte 
Fallwelty — Mert! 
jumped pM heat ip a eat stared 
froment ta the ober 
"The fmt Monty wore a Bho-and-whivestepal 
socrer Josey and fed jours The veond Monty 
‘rove atu aed pr of ad ora ra 
le sweaty le hi. 
tie estaped ro the tue” the ft Monty 
ish "Hes a he” 
ister oun tho sera one spa “He the 
lone! Tia Maney! Yon were wrens yestery, 
Nat You have to txeve me 
‘Oh wo, 1 Cg By hod tart to pin. 1 
oop ek itn cae 








Danco vi 
Toate att sot 
ieee react 
Sonate 

Sd ected oa 18 
Pires hart 
Se Sa ee 
Tiree Ayia dug ania 
aero ean cee raat 
oa 

Sn ma tin ded 
pt et 


29 


eked gp We doughnut tag frum the 
Freakin abe I palette dawg 

ute Stop fing Loree. Sty Ie 
tar Tcwe Re oie 

"Po my ener, they spp wreting. Thay 
pall apart rating hard 

‘My hoor wax unig, 1 ope hs work 

handed tha eh Gauge “Ge ahd Eat 
tantric them "Remember what happens 
[artime! Ina ew seconde weno which oes 
aly Meat 

‘Both Monta sated 

Go, Dee" Tine 

(One Buty sage ‘Then he Bi into the 
raga 


‘he second Monty hates moment longer 
“.vish there was apoer way" he miter 
‘Then et no hs dag 

[este ith my arm erneed, Dad ara a 
‘he verte tp thi sto 

Tlanced a the btcen lock, H sem sf 
schsceond ek a he 

‘hed thon —"Drrcaaoght™ 

‘The ft Money toa forward And vomited 
allover tet floor 

“Monty! I svieka. 1 rew my arms wean 
in. Ti eves ear at he we il pling "T 
Jew it was yu” Vere 

"Very cere Na” Dad sal, ali, “Bat 0 
twok chan None sme exactly hw alle 
‘wank. The clone mig have heen allergic to 
ant al to. 

T chic, still eying my bother “Gecd 
‘hing Ten now anything abot aries” 
‘The Monty-lone mared wth rage Its a 
‘ahead 

“Thats enough oat of yu." Dad growled. He 
ein the lowe by his she cairo ging 
Tce tothe track! You can wv my abt 
‘rod and the oes come er you” 

“Tare wrong” the cone howled “ek the 
doe. ling Yu, he the lana” 

“Yous wor give up— wil youl” dectared, 
ad draged te cane away Many a bar= 
rie oat piper ols to apap the en 





‘Tha evening Monty aad I were sprue on 
thera innt  the leriion, We were sting 
‘big ow of pop, watching Gams Pai 





Taher. Ti gid they oa ou Hes! 
want omit of et thin of hat dog 
‘Mery, mls over onto he eda “I wae even 


smarter" esd ly. 





die said °T bout aed ought nated 
{lad So there was na pet ol ther 

"ot bot Tet Uden” Yetamered, 
Vo got sek, Moy! You new up” 

He chrwget I faa, Ue Been prt 
My hear skipped a ea, Xplled mel up to 
ny lnees. "You mean yore dane My whos 
yes trib “Aned we on tho el Monty 
‘Sth Ameria? 

“Yr sw ho enoered. “But youve gt it 
"ut hae” 1 gasped “How dd you dot Haw 
ia you row abot the domgiats—and every 
‘hig ee” 

Faverbearl oof "he rope "ake 
at dm try abou her you to ke rts 


fpreents And [wis Ming oul the kitchen 
‘vimdow when he ae that ought sed puke at 
(he the plane” 

Te ella ove “Hove oa ou” Ione 
"oe on yi dot poor Monty 

"The ele grinned a tA wey crt i, 

‘sie he igen ys Too 


] 


